










Task 1 English Language Paper 1 Question 1
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Fifteen minutes before the storm hit, Noah saw the man in the grey coat standing at the end of the pier.

At first, he thought nothing of it. Tourists often wandered down there to take photographs of the sea before the weather turned bad. But this 

man wasn’t holding a camera. He stood perfectly still, 

staring out across the dark water as if he were waiting for something to appear.

Noah tightened his grip on his bike handles. The wind had started to rise now, sharp and cold against his face. Above him, clouds folded over 

each other like thick smoke, swallowing the last of the evening light.

“Oi! You should get back!” Noah shouted.

The man didn’t move.

A warning siren echoed from the harbour. Shopkeepers were already dragging chairs indoors and locking their doors. Everyone in Blackstone 

Bay knew what storms could do here.

Noah glanced towards home. Mum would be furious if he was late again.

Then the man slowly lifted one arm and pointed towards the water.

Far out at sea, something flashed beneath the waves.

Not lightning.

Something else.

And suddenly, despite the freezing wind, Noah felt a chill crawl down his spine.

Read again the first part of the source, from lines 1 to 10. Answer all parts of this question. Tick (✓) one box for 

each question.

1. Where is the man standing?

o Outside a shop

o At the end of the pier

o Near Noah’s house

o Beside the harbour

2. Why does Noah first think the man is there?

o To go fishing

o To meet someone

o To take photographs

o To watch the storm

3. What is the weather like?

o Hot and sunny

o Cold and windy

o Wet and snowy

o Calm and bright

4. What is Noah holding?

o A bag

o A torch

o A phone

o A bicycle
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The park stretched out beneath the evening sky like a giant black blanket pulled across the earth. Bare trees clawed at the clouds while 

rainwater shimmered in cracked puddles along the path. Children once laughed here, filling the air with noise and colour, but now the 

silence sat heavily between the benches and broken swings. A lonely crow hopped, searched and pecked at the muddy ground, its sharp 

cries slicing through the cold air. Near the gate, bright flowers struggled against the darkness, their soft petals pressed beside rusted bins 

covered in graffiti. Wind rushed through the branches, twisting, bending and shaking them violently as leaves scattered across the pavement. 

In the centre stood an old fountain, a stone giant watching over the empty paths with cracked, tired eyes.

Look in detail at this extract from lines 8-15 of the source: 

How does the writer use language to describe the park? 

You could include the writer’s choice of:

• words and phrases

• language features and techniques

• sentence forms.                (8 marks)

How to structure my answer (2 PEA paragraphs): 

Point - Start with your interpretation / idea e.g. The writer uses language to describe ___ as ____.

Evidence – Embed a short quotation.

Analysis - Tone, word connotations (relevant to text), imagery, technique, patterns, reader response. Use words like Firstly, 

Secondly, In addition and Finally to structure your analysis. 
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The corridor light buzzed overhead, unstable, throwing long shadows across the peeling wallpaper. A cold draught slid under the door, making 
Ethan shiver. Somewhere above, something dragged across the floor. A chair scraped slowly. Ethan stopped breathing for a second. He had only 
been upstairs for five minutes, but it already felt wrong.

Ethan paused at the bottom of the stairs, listening. Nothing. Then a floorboard creaked upstairs. “Mum?” he called, voice thin in the dark. No answer. 
The house seemed to inhale. Then exhale. Slower footsteps. Deliberate.

Ethan stepped back, gripping the banister. His hand was damp. His heartbeat thudded in his ears. “This isn’t funny,” he whispered, though he knew 
no one was joking. The stairs groaned as something moved closer. One step. Then another. The landing light flickered on—then off. Complete 
darkness.

His phone vibrated in his pocket. He didn’t look. The front door below clicked. Unlocked. Ethan froze. The footsteps stopped outside his bedroom 
door. Silence.

The door handle turned slightly. Not enough to open it. “I can hear you,” a voice murmured from the other side. Ethan took one step back. “Go 
away, please, right now.”

You now need to think about the whole of the source.

This text is taken from the beginning of a novel. 

How is the text structured build tension?

You could write about:

• what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning

• how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops

• any other structural features that interest you.

                                                                           [8 marks]
How to structure my answer: 

Point – E,g, At the beginning of the text, the writer creates tension.

Structural technique – Name technique e.g. flashback/forward, description/dialogue, sentence type

Evidence – Embed a short quotation 

Effect – Why does this technique create/build tension? What does it make the reader think/question at this moment in the text? 
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The forest closed around Sam as he pushed deeper between the trees. The light was fading and 

every trunk looked similar, making it hard to know where he was going. Behind him, the wolfish 

dogs moved in sharp bursts, snapping twigs and growling. Sometimes they were close, sometimes 

they vanished, but Sam kept moving forward because stopping did not feel like an option.

The deeper he went, the more the forest seemed to change. Paths disappeared as if they had 

never existed, and the air grew heavier. Sam thought he heard movement, but it was never clear 

if it was the dogs or the trees shifting around him. A branch cracked nearby and he froze. 

Sam pushed on, but the trees began to feel tighter, closer than before. The dogs were still 

somewhere behind him, yet their presence blurred into the forest’s own noises, as if the two had 

started to merge. He glanced back once and saw only darkness between the trunks, no clear 

shapes, no certainty. Ahead, the trees parted slightly, but what waited there was impossible to 

make out, and for the first time he was not sure which direction was safer.

For this question focus on the second 

part of the source, from line 31 to the 

end. 

In this part of the source, the forest 

seems to be the biggest threat, 

compared to the wolfish dogs. 

To what extent do you agree or 

disagree with this statement? 

In your response, you could: 
• Consider your impressions of the 

forest and/or the dogs 
• Comment on the methods the 

writer uses to present the forest 
and/or the dogs 

• Support your response with 
references to the text

 (20 marks)

How to structure my answer (opening statement and 3 PEA paragraphs): 

One sentence stating to what extent you agree e.g. I completely/partially agree with ________ because 
(summarise your opinion) 

Point - Start with your idea e.g. Firstly I agree because…

Evidence – Embed a short quotation.

Analysis – Tone, word connotations (relevant to text), imagery, technique, patterns, reader response. Use 
words like Firstly, Secondly, In addition and Finally to structure your analysis. Now link back to the statement.
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Your local library is running a creative writing competition. The best 

entries will be published in a booklet of creative writing.

Choose one of the options below for your entry.

Either 

Write a description of a peaceful place from your imagination. You 

may choose to use the picture provided for ideas: 

Or

Write the opening of a story about unlikely friendship.  

(24 marks for content and organisation and 16 marks for technical 

accuracy)

 [40 marks]

Plan (on this page) and write the opening to your piece 
(next page)

Drop into the image by 

describing the weather and 

setting in a negative way. 

Zoom into one person. This can 

be from the image or your 

imagination. Describe their 

appearance and think about 

why they might be there. 

Zoom in further and focus on 

an object that is connected to 

your person e.g. ring, wallet, 

locket. Describe its physical 

appearance. Use the object to 

recall a memory that brings 

peace to your character. 

Shift the weather description to 

something more positive to 

reflect your character’s 

change in mood. 
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