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Expectations for A Level Study
At A Level in Psychology your teacher has the following expectations:
1. You will arrive to every lesson with your psychology file, correct equipment and fully prepared for the lesson. 
2. You will bring, when instructed, your assessment folder.
3. Correct topic and resources need to be on the desk in all lessons. 
4. You must have 3-unit folders by the end of the course and 1 assessment folder.
5. You will complete all essay plans on the correct pro-forma. 
6. You will complete all homework set on time and with adequate levels of effort. If you are unable to meet a deadline you must contact your teacher before the deadline by e-mail or in person and request an extension. Any extension is at the discretion of the teacher and supervision will be given to complete this work. 
7. If you miss any lessons, for whatever reason, it is your responsibility to catch up by reading the textbook, listening to the recorded lessons and completing all class notes. Ideally this should be done before the next lesson. You must email sixth form and your teacher to inform them of your absence. You will find the resources you need on My Learning Resources.
8. You will keep the checklists and reviews up to date.
9. All assessments need to be reflected on in green pen – this is essential to knowing where your knowledge is at and will aid your success. 
10. All emails sent to staff need to be in a professional manner. They need a formal greeting and signing off.

Signed by student____________________
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Assessment Calendar 
	Assessment
	When
	Year
	Content

	1
	Sept
	12
	Baseline/ 30

	2
	Oct
	12
	Research Methods /24
Approaches /24
Total paper /48

	3
	Dec
	12
	Research Methods /24
Approaches /24
Biopsychology /24
Total Paper /72

	4
	Feb
	12
	Research Methods /48
Biopsychology /24
Attachment /24
Total Paper/96

	5
	Easter
	12
	Attachment /24
Social Influence /24
Research Methods /48
Total Paper /96

	6
	May
	12
	Social Influence /24
Memory /24
Attachment/ 24
Research methods /24
Total Paper /96

	7
	Summer
	13
	Full Paper 1, Full paper 2

	8
	Sept
	13
	Memory /24 
Social Influence /24
Attachment /24
Psychopathology/24
Total Paper /96

	9
	Nov
	13
	Issues & Debates /24 
Aggression /24
Total Paper /48

	10
	Jan
	13
	Issues & Debates /24, 
Aggression /24, 
Schizophrenia /24
Total Paper /72

	11
	Feb
	13
	Issues & Debates /24
Aggression /24 
Schizophrenia /24 
Genetics /24
Total Paper /96

	12
	March onwards
	13
	Full assessment papers to be completed after content is taught
Papers TBC
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Research shows that the most successful students (i.e. those that make the most progress and get the highest grades) are doing between 20 and 25 hours of independent study per week by the end of Year 13. That may seem a lot, but it’s something that you would build up to over the course of your A-Levels. In Year 12, we’re talking something more like 15 hours per week. This equates to roughly 5 hours of independent study per A-Level per subject.
Remember that your independent study is divided into three types – Consolidation, Reactive and Proactive. These are all set out in a table in your handout for each Psychology topic. For each lesson, it specifies what your consolidation work, proactive and reactive work should be for that lesson. Use this as a checklist to ensure you are completing all work that is required to compliment your lessons.
Consolidation 
The evening following a Psychology lesson, you should spend 12-15 minutes (24-30 minutes for a double) doing the following:
· Re-read your notes and ensure you fully understand them – make a note of any questions you may have on what you don’t understand so that you can ask your teacher.
· Ensure you have completed the short answer consolidation questions that are in your topic handouts. 
· Completing any revision tools to help you learn the lesson content.
Reactive
This is your ’homework’. Usually in Psychology, this will involve: 
· Completing any outstanding notes from the lesson.
· Completing an essay in full or PEEL chain essay plan.  
· Making notes for the next lesson
If you find you finish your reactive work quickly, spend more time on your proactive work.
Proactive
This is the section that will broaden and deepen your overall understanding of Psychology. It will not necessarily involve work that has been set by your teacher, but instead it is about you doing the extra practice questions, reading articles, watching videos, etc which may contain some of the following:
	Suggestion
	Useful links

	Complete a set of practice past paper questions – use AS only papers that are available on the AQA website. 
	· Past papers practice

	Use websites to complete and add to class notes (30 minutes)
	· https://www.tutor2u.net/
· http://simplypsychology.org/
· http://www.uplearn.com 



	Use the topic reflection grids to RAG rate your understanding (10 mins)
	· Reflection grids

	“Read, Cover, Write and Check” sections of Knowledge organisers (30 mins)
	· Knowledge organisers

	Practice writing timed essays (30 minutes)
	· Essays in handouts

	Psych review 
	· Psychology Review magazine

	Practice retrieval quizzes 
	· Retrieval quizzes

	Conduct wider reading research to see the latest studies in the topic area
	· Google scholar
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Folder Organisation 
You will need 3 Lever Arch Files and 1 Assessment folder. You should keep booklets and worksheets in labelled plastic folders to ensure they remain neat and tidy (these are available from your teachers)
Each folder must be organised with the following:
1. Course Handbook 
2. Labelled File Dividers 
3. Topic trackers 
4. In lesson work booklets 
5. Home learning booklets and A3 sheets
6. Essay plans and written essays 
7. Revision resources 

You will have planned and random folder checks throughout the year... if folders are not up to the high standards you will be placed in supervision until your folder reaches the expectations. This will also result in a class charts sanction.

Equipment

You must bring the following to all lessons:

· Black pens, green pen, mini-whiteboard pen, pencil.
· Scientific calculator- you need this for all papers
· Ruler
· Relevant Folder for the lesson 
· Assessment Folder when told to do so 
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The specification (Paper 2)
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The specification (paper 3)
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Top Tips& Techniques
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Super curricular in psychology
	Books
	Classic case studies in Psychology by Geoff Rolls
The Little Book of Psychology by Emily Ralls and Caroline Riggs
The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil by Philip Zimbardo
Elephants on Acid: And Other Bizarre Experiments by Alex Boese
Psych Review magazine: Psychology Review - Hodder Education Magazines

	Competitions
	National Psychology Competition 
Minds Underground Psychology Essay Competition
Oxford and Cambridge Essay Competitions
Tutor2U essay competition 

	TV/Films/Video
	Rain Man- paper 1: memory and Phobias, paper 2- Biopsychology of studying the brain, Research methods of case studies 
The Stanford Prison Experiment- Paper 1: Social influence, obedience, conformity, Zimbardo research, ethical concersn
The Mind – Netflix miniseries
Angry Men Paper 1 - Social Psychology; Minority Influence.
The Wave (Die Welle) - Paper 1 - Social Psychology; Obedience to Authority, Types of Conformity, Explanations of Conformity, Minority Influence, Social Change.

The Experimenter - Paper 1 – Social Psychology; Obedience to Authority, Explanations for Obedience, Milgram. A Level Paper 2 – Research Methods; Experimental Method, Types of Experiments.

A Beautiful Mind - Paper 1 – Psychopathology; Definitions of Abnormality, A Level Paper 3 (Option 2) – Schizophrenia; Diagnosis and Classification of Schizophrenia, Explanations for Schizophrenia, The Interactionist Approach to Schizophrenia.

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest - Paper 1 – Psychopathology; Definitions of Abnormality, drug therapy A Level Paper 3 (Option 2) – Schizophrenia; Diagnosis and Classification of Schizophrenia, Treatment of Schizophrenia, 

Dangerous Method -Paper 2 – Approaches in Psychology; The Psychodynamic Approach: the role of the unconscious, the structure of personality, defence mechanisms.

Shutter Island- Paper 1 – Psychopathology; Definitions of Abnormality A Level Paper 3 (Option 2) – Schizophrenia; Diagnosis and Classification of Schizophrenia, Treatment of Schizophrenia, A Level Paper 2 – Biopsychology; Localisation of function in the brain.

The Notebook - Paper 1 – Memory; Short-Term Memory, Long-Term Memory, Explanations for Forgetting.

50 First Dates- Paper 1 – Memory; Short-Term Memory, Long-Term Memory, Encoding, Capacity and Duration, Explanations for Forgetting.

	Music/Podcasts
	Seneca AQA Alevel Podcast 
Spotify Revise psychology podcast 
Podbeen Revise Alevel 

	Visits
	Psychology live 
Visit a psychology department university open day 

	Websites
	https://www.tutor2u.net 
http://simplypsychology.org/
https://www.bps.org.uk/
www.uplearn.com 


Resources
· Tutor2U
· Up learn
· Senecca 
· Textbooks and revision guides (available in H4)
· Flash cards (available in H4)
· Topic packs
· Independent learning booklets 
· Psychology Hub
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Research Studies
	TOPIC: SOCIAL INFLUENCE
	RESEARCHER
	STUDY
	OPTIONAL/COMPULSORY

	 Conformity
	Asch
	The line task, and variables that affect conformity 
	Compulsory

	Conformity 
	Zimbardo
	Prison simulation study 
	Compulsory

	Obedience
	Milgram
	Shocks study of obedience and situational variables
	Compulsory

	Informational Social Influence
	Jeness (1932)
	Jellybean estimations and ISI
	Optional

	Obedience
	Sheridan and King (1972)
	Shocks administered to a puppy
	Optional

	Obedience
	Hofling et al (1966)
	Blind obedience in real nurses
	Optional

	Dispositional explanation of obedience
	Elms and Milgram (1966
	The F scale, fascism and obedience
	Optional

	Minority Influence 
	Moscovici (1969)
	The blue/green slide study and compliance
	Optional



	TOPIC: MEMORY

	RESEARCHER
	STUDY
	OPTIONAL/COMPULSORY

	Multistore Model of Memory / STM
	Peterson and Peterson
	Nonsense trigrams and the importance of rehearsal
	Optional

	Multistore Model of Memory / LTM
	Bahrick et al 
	The yearbook study
	Optional

	Multistore Model of Memory
	Blakemore (1988)
	Case study of Clive Wearing (amnesia)
	Optional

	Working Memory Model
	Shallice and Warrington (1974) 
	Case study of KF (amnesia)
	Optional

	Retrieval Failure (forgetting)
	Godden and Baddeley (1975)
	Diver’s study (learning and recall on land/water)
	Optional

	Interference (forgetting)
	Keppel and Underwood (1962) 
	Prevention of rehearsal and forgetting
	Optional

	Misleading Information and EWT
	Loftus and Palmer (1974)
	Car incident and leading questions
	Optional

	Misleading Information and EWT
	Gabbert et al (2003)
	Post-event discussion 
	Optional

	Anxiety and EWT
	Johnson and Scott (1976)
	The greasy pen / weapon focus study
	Optional

	Anxiety and EWT
	Yuille and Cutshall (1986)
	Recalling a real-life shooting
	Optional 

	Cognitive Interview Technique
	Fisher et al. (1990)
	Positive effects of cognitive interviews
	Optional

	Cognitive Interview Technique
	Koehnken et al. (1999)
	Negative effects of cognitive interviews
	Optional



	TOPIC: ATTACHMENT

	RESEARCHER
	STUDY
	OPTIONAL/COMPULSORY

	Caregiver and Infant Interactions
	Meltzoff & Moore (1997)
	Reciprocity in action
	Optional

	Caregiver and Infant Interactions
	Brazelton et al. (1975) 
	Interactional Synchrony in action
	Optional

	Role of the father
	Field (1978)
	The importance of fathers in playing
	Optional

	Role of the father
	Brown et al. (2012)
	Gender of caregivers is not crucial
	Optional

	Stages of Attachment
	Schaffer
	Stages of attachment from the Glasgow study results
	Compulsory

	Animal Studies
	Lorenz
	Imprinting in goslings
	Compulsory

	Animal Studies
	Harlow
	Attachment in monkeys
	Compulsory

	Learning Theory of Attachment
	Harlow
	Monkeys preferred comfort to food
	Optional

	Types of Attachment
	Ainsworth
	The Strange Situation
	Compulsory

	Cultural Variations in Attachment
	Van Ijzendoorn
	Meta-analysis of strange situation studies
	Compulsory

	Maternal Deprivation
	Bowlby
	44 thieves study 
	Optional

	Maternal Deprivation
	Bowlby
	Children isolated with T.B were not maternally deprived
	Optional

	Romanian Orphan Studies
	Rutter et al. (1998) 
	Children adopted into UK families
	Optional

	Romanian Orphan Studies
	Chugani et al. (2001)
	PET scans of adopted children
	Optional

	Influence of Early Attachment on Childhood
	Myron-Smith and Wilson (1998)
	Bullying and Bullies
	Optional 

	The Influence of Early Attachment on Adulthood
	Hazen and Shaver (1987)
	Love Quiz study
	Optional 



	TOPIC: PSYCHOPATHOLOGY
	RESEARCHER
	STUDY
	OPTIONAL/COMPULSORY

	Biological Explanation of OCD
	Max et al. (1994)
	Basil Ganglia is implicated in OCD
	Optional

	Biological Explanation of OCD
	Nestadt et al. (2010)
	Twin studies and the role of genetics 
	Optional

	Biological Treatment of OCD
	Soomro et al. (2008)
	Effectiveness of SSRI’s
	Optional 

	Cognitive Explanation of Depression
	Beck 
	Negative Triad and role of cognitions 
	Compulsory

	Cognitive Explanation of Depression
	Boury et al. (2001)
	Cognitive Biases in depression
	Optional

	Cognitive Treatments of Depression
	March et al. (2007)
	Effectiveness of CBT
	Optional

	Behaviourist Explanation of Phobias
	Watson and Raynor
	Case of Little Albert
	Optional 

	Behaviourist Treatment of Phobias
	Gilroy et al. (2002) 
	Arachnophobia and Systematic Desensitisation
	Optional 

	Behaviourist Treatment of Phobias
	Ougrin, 2011
	Cost-effectiveness of Flooding
	Optional 



	TOPIC: APPROACHES

	RESEARCHER
	STUDY
	OPTIONAL/COMPULSORY

	Behaviourism: Classical Conditioning
	Pavlov
	Classical conditioning of dogs
	Compulsory

	Behaviourism: Classical Conditioning
	Watson and Raynor
	Case study of Little Albert
	Optional 

	Behaviourism: Operant Conditioning
	Skinner
	Operant conditioning of rats
	Compulsory

	Social Learning Theory
	Bandura
	Bobo Doll study
	Compulsory

	Psychodynamic Approach 
	Freud
	Case of Little Hans
	Optional




	TOPIC: BIOPSYCHOLOGY
	RESEARCHER
	STUDY
	OPTIONAL/COMPULSORY

	Fight or Flight
	Gray (1988) 
	Freeze, not just fight or flight
	Optional

	Fight or Flight
	Taylor et al. (2000)
	Gender differences in fight or flight
	Optional 

	Localisation of Brain Function
	Case Study
	Case of Phineas Gage
	Optional

	Localisation of Brain Function
	Dronkers et al. (2007) 
	Broca’s area
	Optional

	Lateralisation of Brain Function
	Sperry and Gazzaniga (1967)
	Split brain research
	Compulsory 

	Lateralisation of Brain Function
	Rogers et al. (2004)
	Lateralisation in chicken brains
	Optional 

	Plasticity of the Brain 
	Davidson et al
	Buddhist monks and their brain changes
	Optional 

	Plasticity of the Brain
	Maguire et al
	Taxi drivers and their brain changes
	Optional

	Functional Recovery 
	Taijiri et al
	Stem cells and rats
	Optional

	Functional Recovery
	Elbert et al
	Age and how it affects recovery 
	Optional 

	Circadian Rhythms
	Siffre (1975) 
	Cave study/sleep cycle
	Optional

	Circadian Rhythms
	Buhr et al. (2010)
	Temperature changes
	Optional 

	Infradian Rhythms
	Russell et al. (1980)
	Menstrual cycle and the role of pheromones
	Optional

	Ultradian Rhythms
	Case Study
	Case of Randy Gardener (sleep deprivation)
	Optional

	Endogenous Pacemakers
	Morgan (1955)
	Hamsters and SCN transplants
	Optional

	Endogenous Pacemakers
	DeCoursey 
	Chipmunks and sleep cycles
	Optional 

	Exogenous Zeitgebers
	Skene and Arendt (2007) 
	Blind participants and maintaining cycles
	Optional 

	Exogenous Zeitgebers 
	Siffre (1975) 
	Cave study/sleep cycle
	Optional 



	TOPIC: GENDER

	RESEARCHER
	STUDY
	OPTIONAL/COMPULSORY

	Androgyny
	Sandra Bem
	Development/Use of BSRI
	Compulsory

	Androgyny
	Witt (1997)
	Androgyny and links to wellbeing
	Optional

	Biological Explanation of Gender
	Young (1966)
	Testosterone and its effect on the brain
	Optional

	Biological Explanation of Gender
	Money (1967)
	The case of David Reimer
	Optional

	Klinefelter’s Syndrome
	Herlihy et al. (2011)
	Importance of early intervention
	Optional

	Turner’s Syndrome
	Quigley et al. (2014)
	Effects of treatment for Turner’s Syndrome
	Optional

	Kohlberg’s Explanation of Gender
	Slaby and Frey (1975)
	Investigating the stages of development
	Optional 

	Gender Schema Theory
	Liben and Signorella (1993)
	Recalling stereotypical and non-stereotypical images
	Optional

	Gender Schema Theory
	Bradbard (1986)
	Response to gendered toys
	Optional 

	Psychodynamic Explanation of Gender
	Freud
	Case study of Little Hans
	Optional

	Social Learning Theory of Gender
	Smith and Lloyd (1978) 
	Stereotyping and parents
	Optional

	Role of Media and Culture
	Williams (1981)
	Effects of TV on gender
	Optional

	Role of Media and Culture
	Bee (2000)
	Analysis of children’s books
	Optional 

	Role of Media and Culture
	Mead (1935)
	Tribal differences in gender
	Optional 

	Biology: Dysphoria
	Hare et al. (2009)
	Androgen receptors in male-to-female transgender individuals
	Optional

	Biology: Dysphoria
	Swaab (2008)
	Role of the SDN
	Optional

	Psychology: Dysphoria
	Rekers (1986)
	Effects of separation from parents
	Optional



	TOPIC: SCHIZOPHRENIA
	RESEARCHER
	STUDY
	OPTIONAL/COMPULSORY

	Reliability and Validity
	Buckley et al. (2009)
	Comorbidity issues in diagnosis
	Optional 

	Reliability and Validity
	Rosenhan (1973)
	Accuracy issues in diagnosis
	Optional 

	Reliability and Validity
	Escobar (2012)
	Culture/Gender bias in diagnosis
	Optional

	Reliability and Validity
	Harrison et al.'s (1984)
	Culture/Gender bias in diagnosis
	Optional 

	Role of Genetics
	Gottesman (1991)
	Family studies and risk of schizophrenia
	Optional 

	Neural Correlates
	Randrup and Munkvad (1966)
	Amphetamines and dopamine
	Optional 

	Family Dysfunction
	Berger (1965)
	Effects of double bind communication
	Optional 

	Family Dysfunction
	Vaughn (1976)
	Effects of expressed emotion in relapse
	Optional 

	Cognitive Explanation of Schizophrenia 
	McGuigan
	Meta representation and auditory hallucinations
	Optional

	Interactionist Explanation and Treatment 
	Sudak (2011)
	Importance of compliance in patients
	Optional

	Drug Treatments
	Kahn et al. (2008)
	Effectiveness of drug treatments 
	Optional

	Psychological Treatments
	Kingdon and Kirschen (2006)
	Questioning the suitability of CBT 
	Optional 

	Psychological Treatments
	Anderson et al (1991)
	Risk of relapse 
	Optional



	TOPIC: AGGRESSION

	RESEARCHER
	STUDY
	OPTIONAL/COMPULSORY

	Genetics and Aggression
	Godar et al (2014)
	Mice and the MAOA gene
	Optional 

	Genetics and Aggression
	Brunner (1993)
	Case study of a family from Netherlands
	Optional 

	Neural and Hormonal Explanations of Aggression
	Kluver and Bucy (1939)
	Investigating the brains of Rhesus monkeys
	Optional 

	Neural and Hormonal Explanations of Aggression
	Raine et al (1997)
	Brains of murderers compared to non-murderers
	Optional 

	Deindividuation
	Gerges et al (1973)
	How strangers behave in a dark room
	Optional 

	Deindividuation
	Johnson and Downing (1979)
	Electric shock study
	Optional 

	Frustration Aggression Hypothesis
	Geen (1968)
	Jigsaw puzzle study
	Optional 

	Social Learning Theory 
	Bandura (1963)
	Bobo Doll study
	Optional 

	Ethological Theory
	Niko Tinbergen (1951
	Stickleback fish study
	Optional 

	Evolution of Aggression
	Shackelford et al (2005)
	Intimate partner violence study
	Optional 

	Institutional Aggression
	DeLisi (2011)
	Study of juvenile Delinquents
	Optional 

	Media Influences on aggression
	Bartholow and Anderson (2002
	Effects of computer games
	Optional 

	Media Influences on aggression
	Weisz and Earls (1995)
	Effects of watching violent media
	Optional 
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 Sep - Oct  Oct - Dec   Jan - Feb   Feb - Easter  Easter - May   Year  13  

 AHH  LAL/RAB  AHH  LAL/RAB  AHH  LAL/RAB  AHH  LAL/RAB  AHH  LAL/RAB   

Topic  Unit 2:   Research Methods   What research  methods are used  to study behaviour  in Psychology?  Unit 2:   Approaches   What are the  different schools of  thoughts in  Psychology and  how will they  explain behaviour?  Unit 2:   Research Methods   What research  methods are used to  study behaviour in  Psychology?  Unit 2:   Biopsychology   How does our biology  influence our  behaviour?  Unit 1:   Attachment   What is attachment  behaviour in humans  and the consequences  of our attachment  experiences?  Unit 2:   Research Methods   What research methods  are used to study  behaviour in  Psychology?  Unit 2:   Research Methods   What research methods  are used to study  behaviour in  Psychology?  Unit 1:   Social Influence   How is our behaviour  influenced by others  and what are the  consequences of this?   Unit 2:   Research Methods   What research  methods are used  to study behaviour  in Psychology?  Unit 1:   Memory   How is our memory  structured and how can  we learn through  memory research, in the  real world?   

Key skills     Designing and  conduct research         Analysing and  interpreting data      Short answer  questions     Describe, apply,  evaluate each  concept      Analysing and  interpreting data      Short  answer  questions      Essay writing     Designing and  conduct research         Analysing and  interpreting data      Short answer  questions     Describe, apply,  evaluate each concept      Analysing and  interpreting data      Short answer  questions      Essay writing     Describe, apply,  evaluate each concept      Analysing and  interpreting data      Short answer  questions      Essay writing     Designing and conduct  research         Analysing and  interpreting data      Short answer  questions     Designing and  conduct research         Analysing and  interpreting data      Short answer  questions     Describe, apply,  evaluate each concept      Analysing and  interpreting data      Short answer  questions      Essay writing     Designing and  conduct research         Analysing and  interpreting data      Short answer  questions     Describe, apply,  evaluate each concept      Analysing and  interpreting data      Short answer  questions   Essay writing  

Key concepts     Psychological  concepts      Research studies      Research  methods      Ethical issues       Psychological  concepts      Theories      Research studies      Research  methods      Ethical issues      Therapies and  treatment       Psychological  concepts      Research studies      Research methods      Ethical issues       Psychological  concepts      Theories      Research studies      Research methods      Ethical issues       Psychological  concepts      Theories      Research studies      Research methods      Ethical issues          Psychological  concepts      Research studies      Research methods      Ethical issues       Psychological  concepts      Research studies      Research methods      Ethical issues       Psychological  concepts      Theories      Research studies      Research methods      Ethical issues       Psychological  concepts      Research studies      Research  methods      Ethical issues       Psychological concepts      Theories      Research studies      Research methods      Ethical issues    

S M S C     Reflect on the  impact of different  research methods  on our  understanding of  behaviour.      Develop an  understanding of  real world  investigations in  behaviour through  key studies.      Ethical issues and  ways to deal with  them in Psychology     Respect the  different schools of  thoughts in  understanding  behaviour and each  have their own  merits.      Understand the  consequences of  explaining  behaviour from 1  perspective      Cultural influence  on schools of  thoughts in  Psychology     Reflect on the  impact of different  research methods  on our  understanding of  behaviour.      Develop an  understanding of  real world  investigations in  behaviour through  key studies.      Ethical issues and  ways to deal with  them in Psychology     Reflect on the impact  of biology on  behaviour.     Reflect on their own  attachment experiences  and how they have  shaped who they are  now and the impact it  can have on future  attachments.       Consequences of early  attachment experiences  on behaviour       Cultural differences in  attachment behaviour      Reflect on the impact  of different research  methods on our  understanding of  behaviour.      Develop an  understanding of real  world investigations in  behaviour through key  studies.      Ethical issues and  ways to deal with them  in Psychology     Reflect on the impact  of different research  methods on our  understanding of  behaviour.      Develop an  understanding of real  world investigations in  behaviour through key  studies.      Ethical issues and  ways to deal with them  in Psychology     Appreciate the  psychology underlying  all social interactions       Ethical issues involved  in the Stanford Prison  and Milgram’s electric  shock experiments       Understand the  Psychology behind our  social interactions      Cultural differences in  obedience and  conformity      Reflect on the  impact of different  research methods  on our  understanding of  behaviour.      Develop an  understanding of  real world  investigations in  behaviour through  key studies.      Ethical issues and  ways to deal with  them in Psychology     Reflect on how  memory strategies can  support learning and  what works for them.    Legal boundaries of  eyewitness testimony  and the emphasis placed  on this within a crime    

Assessment     Baseline assessment      Research Methods  (12) / Approaches (12)     Research Methods (24)/Approaches  (24)/Biopsychology (24)     Research Methods (48)/Biopsychology  (24)/Attachment (24)     Attachment (24)/Social Influence  (24)/Research Methods (48)     Social  Influence (24), Memory (24),  Attachment (24), Research Methods  (24)  

Retrieval  curriculum   (AHH)  Sep - Oct  Oct - Dec  Jan - Feb  Feb - Easter  Easter - May  May - Summer      

 Approaches  Biopsychology  Attachment  Social Influence  Memory   Psychopathology   Research  Methods      
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Exam E&'senfm,&‘ 10 o%

KNOW YOUR EXAM

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3
What is Social influence (24 marks) Approaches (24 marks) Issues and Debates (24 marks)
assessed? Memory (24 marks) Biopsychology (24 marks) Gender (24 marks)
Attachment (24 marks) Research Methods (48 marks) | Schizophrenia (24 marks)
Psychopathology (24 marks) Aggression (24 marks)
How is it Written exam: 2 hours Written exam: 2 hours Written exam: 2 hours
assessed? 96 markers in total 96 markers in total 96 markers in total
33.3% of A level 33.3% of A level 33.3% of A level
Extra time candidates: 2hours Extra time candidates: Extra time candidates: 2hours
30mins 2hours 30mins 30mins
Question Multiple choice, short answers Multiple choice, short Multiple choice, short answers
types and extended writing answers and extended writing | and extended writing

e All THREE papers can have research methods questions.
e For paper1and 2 you answer all questions in the question

booklet

e For Paper 3 there is a separate answer booklet to write in.
¢ In Paper 3 you will answer Issues and Debates (Section A) and

then our chosen topics only.
Option B: Gender
Option C: Schizophrenia
Option D: Aggression

—_——

Each paper is 96 marks
and 2 hours. This means
1 mark per minute, 24
minutes to read and plan
your extended answers.

———

Questions will be a
mixture. Its important
you read the question

and fully understand its
demands.
If it names something
specific- you MUST use it
and name it.

—_—

Questions will assess
AO01: Knowledge and
understanding
AO02: Application
AO03: Evaluation

+, EXAMY X
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4 Subject content — A-level

4.1 Introductory topics in psychology

Students will be expected to:

+ damonsirata knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts, theoriss, research studies,
research methods and ethica ssues n rlaion to the specified Paper 1 content

= apply psychological knowledge and understanding of the specifid Paper 1 content n a range of
contexts

« analyse, interpret and evaluate psychological conceps, theories, research studies and research
methods in reation to the specified Paper 1 content

* evaluate therapies and treatments including in terms of their appropriateness and effectiveness.

Knowledge and understanding of research methods, practical research skils and mathematical skils

(see Annex: Mathematical requiremens and exemplifications (page 33) willbe assessed in Paper

1. These skils should be developed through study of the specification content and through ethical

practical research activites, invoiing:

* designing research
« conducting research

« analysing and interpreting data.

In carrying out practical esearch activities, students will manage associated risks and use information
and communication technology (CT).

4.1.1 Social influence

= Types of conformity: internalisation, identification and compliance. Explanations for conformity:
informational socialinfluence and normative social inflsence, and variables affecting conformity
including group size, unanimity and task diffculty as nvestigated by Asch.

= Conformity to social roles as investigated by Zimbardo.

= Explanations for obedience: agentic state and legitimacy of authoriy, and situationa variables.
affecting obedience including proximity, location and uniform, as investigated by Migra.
Dispositional explanation for obedience: the Authoritarian Personalty.

= Explanations of resistance to social influence, including social support and locus of control.
= Minorty influence including reference to consistency, commitment and flexibity.
= The role of sacial influence processes in social change.
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412 Memory
* The multi-store model of memory: sensory register, short-term memory and long-term memory.
Features of each stor: cocing,capacty and curaion.

« Types ofang-tem memory:episadic, semantic, procedural

+ The working memory modet: contral sxecutive, phonologiclloop, vsuo-spatial sketchpad and
episodic buffer. Featres o the modst coding and capacty.

+ Explanationsfo forgetting: proactive and retroactve intefarene and retreval faure dus o absance
of cues.

+ Factors affcting the accuracy of eyevitness testimony: misieading informatin, incucing leading
‘questions and post-event discussion; anxiety.

+ improving ths accuracy ofeyewinsss testmony,including the uss ofthe cognive nerview.

4.1.3 Attachment
= Caregiver-infant nteractions in humans: reciprocity and interactional synchvony. Stages of
attachment identified by Schaffer. Muttple attachments and the role of the father.

 Animal studies of attachment: Lorenz and Harlow.

 Explanations of attachment: lsarming theory and Bowlby's monotropic theory. The concepts of a
critcal period and an nternal working model.

« Ainsworth's ‘Strange Situation’. Types of attachment: secure, insecure-avoidant and insecurs-
resistant. Cultural variations in attachment, including van fizendoorn.

+ Bowlby's theory of maternal deprivation. Romanian orphan studies: effects of nstitutionalisation.

+ The influenc of early attachment on childhood and adut relationships, including the role of an
internal working model.

4.1.4 Psychopathology
+ Defintions of abnonmaly, ncucing deviation from socialnorms,falur o function adquataly,
statistica frequency and deviaton from deal mental heath.

+ The benavioura, smotional and cogniive characteistcs of pobias, depression and bsessive-
‘compulsive disorder (OCD).

+ T behavioura approach to explaining and treating phobas: he two-process mods, inluding
classical and operant condioring: systematic desensitsation, nclucing roaxation and use of
Herarchy: flooang

* The cognitive approach to explaining and treating depression: Beck's negative triad and Ellis's ABC
‘model; cognitive behaviour therapy (CBT), including challenging irational thoughts.

* The biological approach to explaining and treating OCD: genetic and neural explanations; drug therapy.
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4.2 Psychology in context

‘Students will be expected to:

 demonsrate knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts, theores, research studies,
research methods and ethical issues in relation to the specified Paper 2 contont

= apply psychological knowlsdge and understanding of the specified Paper 2 content in a range of
contexts

« analyse, interpret and evaluate psychological conceps, theories, research studies and ressarch
methods in rlation to the specified Paper 2 content

* evaluate therapies and treatments including in terms of their appropriateness and effectiveness.

Knowledge and understanding of research methods, practical research skils and mathematical skils
(see Annex: Mathemaical i Jifications (page 33)) will be assessed in Paper

2. These skils shouid be developed through study of the specifcation content and through ethical
practical research activites, invoiing:

* designing research

* conducting research

« analysing and interpreting data

In carrying out practical esearch actvites, students will manage associated risks and use information
‘and communication technology (ICT).

4.2.1 Approaches in psychology
Origins of peychology: Wunct,introspsction and th emergenc of psychology as @ scincs.

‘The basic assumptions of the following approaches:

* Learming approaches: the behaviourist approach, including classical conditioning and Paviov's
research, operant condtioning, types of renforcement and Skinner's research; social learning
theory including imitation, identiication, modeling vicarious reinforcement, the role of mediational
processes and Bandura's research,

+ The cognitive approach: the study of internal mental processes, the role of schema, the use of
theoretical and computer models to explain and make inforences about mental processes. The.
‘emergence of cognitive neuroscience.

+ The biological approach: the influsnce of genes, biological structures and neurochemistry on
behaviour. Genotype and phenotype, genetic basis of behaviowr, evolution and behaviour.

 psychodynamic approach: the rol of the unconscious, the siructure of personalty, that

151D, ago and superego, defence mechanisms including repression, denial and displacement,
psychosexual stages.

« Humanistic psychology: free wil,self-actualisation and Maslow's hierarchy of needs, focus on the
Self, congruence, the role of conditions of worth. The influence on counsaling psychology:

 Comparison of approaches.
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4.2:2 Biopsychology
“Tne ivsions of the nervous system: cetraland periherl somatic and autonomic).

* The structure and function of sensory, relay and motor neurons. The process of synaptic:
transmission, inlucing refsrsnce o neurotransitrs, exciaton and mon.

= The functon f the endocrina system: gands and hormones.

« “The ight o fightresponss incluing the ol of acrenins.

« Localsaton offuncton nthe brain and hemispheri teralisation: motor, somatosensaory,vsual
auditory and language centres; Broca's and Wernicke's ress. split bran research. lastty and
functonal ecovery of the brain afer rauma.

» Ways of studying the brain: scanning techniques, including functional magnetic resonance imaging
(MRD); electroencephalogram (EEGs) and event-related potentials (ERPs); post-mortem examinations.

* Biological rhythms: circadian, infradian and ultradian and the difference between these rhythms. The
‘effect of endogenous pacemakers and exogenous zeitgebers on the sleep/wake cycle.

4.2.3 Research methods

Students should demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the following research methods,

scientifc processes and techniques of data handiing and analysis, be famiiar with their use and be.

‘aware of their strengths and limitations.

 Experimental method. Types of experiment, laboratory and feld experiments; natural and quasi-
experiments.

 Observational techniquss. Types of observation: naturalistic and controlled observation; covert and
‘overt observation; partiipant and non-particpant observation.

* Self-report techniques. Questionnaires; nterviews, structured and unstructured.

* Correlations. Analysis of the relationship between co-variables. The difience between correlations.
and experiments.

« Content analysis.

+ Case studies.
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£4.2.3.1 Scientific processes

+ Aims: stating aims, the ifference between aims and hypotheses.

= Hypotheses: directional and non-directional.

‘Sampiing: the diference between popuiation and sample; sampiing techniques including: randon,

systematic, stratified, opportunity and volunteer; implications of sampiing techriques, inclucing bias

and generaiisation.

Pilot studies and the aims of piloting.

Experimental designs: repeated measures, independent groups, matched pairs.

Observational design: behavioural categories; event sampiing; ime sampling.

Questionnaire construction, including use of open and closed questions; design of nterviews.

Variables: manipulation and control of variables, including independent, dependent, extraneous,

‘confounding; operationalisation of variables.

* Control random allocation and counterbalancing, randomisation and standardisation.

Demand characteristics and investigator effects

Etics, including the role of the British Psychological Society's code of ethics; ethical issues in the

design and conduct of psychological studies; dealing with ethical ssues In research.

“The role of peer review in the scientiic process.

“The impiications of psychological research for the economy.

Reliabiity across all methods of investigation. Ways of assessing relabity: test-retest and inter-

‘observer; improving relabily.

‘Types of validity across all methods of investigation: face validity, concurrent valdity, ecologioal

vaidity and temporal valdiy. Assessment of valdity. Improving valdiy.

Features of science: obiectivity and the empirical method; replicabilty and falsfiabilty; theory

‘construction and hypothesis testing; paradigms and paradim shift.

= Reporting psychological investigations. Sections of a scientifc report: abstract, introduction,
method, results, discussion and referencing.

4.2.3.2 Data handling and analysis

* Quanitative and qualtative data; the distinction between quaitatve and quaniitatve data collecton
techniques.

« Primary and secondary data, including meta-analysis.

« Descriptve statistics: measures of central tendency - mean, median, mode; calculation of mean,
median and mode; measuras of dispersion; range and standard deviation: calculation of ange:

calculation of percentages; positve, negative and zero comelations.

Presentation and display of quantitative data: graphs, tables, scattergrams, bar charts, histograms.

Distributions: normal and skewed distributions; characteristics of normal and skewed distributions.

‘Analysis and interpretation of correlation, including Gorrelation coeffcients.

Levels of measurement: nominal, orinal and inerval.

Content analysis and coding. Thematic analysis.
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4233 Inferential testing

‘Students should demonstrate knowlsdge and understanding of inferential testing and be familiar with

the use of inferentia tests.

* Introduction to statistical testing; the sign test.

= Probabilty and significance: use of statistcal tables and critical values in interpretation of
significance; Type | and Type ll erors.

= Factors affecting the choice of statistcal test, ncluding level of measurement and experimental
design. When o use the following tests: Spearman's o, Pearson's , Wilcoxon, Mann-Whitney,
related t-test, unrelated t-test and Chi-Squared test,
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4.3 Issues and options in psychology

Students willbe expected to:

+ demonstrate knowladge and understanding of psychological concepts, theories, research studies,
research methods and ethical issues in relation to the specified Paper 3 content

= apply psychological knowledge and understanding of the specifid Paper 3 content n a range of
contexts

« analyse, interpret and evaluate psychological conceps, theories, research studies and research
methods in reation to the specified Paper 3 content

* evaluate therapies and treatments including in terms of their appropriateness and effectiveness.

Knowledige and understanding of research methods, practical research skils and mathematical skils
(see Annex: Mathomatical nts and exemplifications (page 33) willbe assessed in Paper

3. These skils should be developed through study of the specifcation content and through ethical
practical research activites, invoiing:

* designing research

* conducting research

« analysing and interpreting data.

In answering questions on Issues and debates in psychology students wil be expected to llustate thelr
‘answers with knowledge and understanding of topics studied slsewhere in the specication as approprate.
In canying out practical research actvites, students will manage associated risks and use information
and communication technology (CT).

431 Issues and debates in psychology
Gendorand cuftur npeychalogy - universaity and bias. Gender biasincling ancrocentism and
alpha and beta bias; cultural bias, including ethnocentrism and cultural relativism.

= Free il and determinis: hard clterminsm and sof detsminis; ickogica, anvironmental and
Ppsychic determinism. The scientific emphasis on causal explanations.

= e nature-nurture ebate: the rlative Impartance ofhereity and environment i cetermiing
banaviour th neractonist approach.

- Holism an recuctiois: evels o explanation i psychalogy. Bdogicl reductionism and
‘environmental (stimulus-response) reductionism.

 Idiographic and nomothetic approaches to psychological investigation.

» Ethical implications of research studies and theory, including reference to social sensitivity.
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4 3.3 Gender
Sex and gender. Sex-role stereotypes. Androgyny and measuring androgyny including the Bem Sex
Role Inventory.

 The role of chromosomes and hormanes (testosterone, oestrogen and oxylocir) in sex and gender.
‘Atypical sex chromosome patterns: Kiinefelter’s syndrome and Turmers syndrome.

« Cognitive explanations of gender development, Kohiberg's theory, gender identit, gender stabilty
‘and gender constancy; gender schema theory.

 Psychodynamic explanation of gender development, Freud's psychoanalytic theory. Oedipus
‘complex; Electra complex; identifcation and internaiiation.

= Social learning theory as applied to gender development. The influence of culture and media on
‘gender roles.

« Atypical gender development: gender identity disorder; biological and social explanations for gender
identity disorder.
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435 Schizophrenia
Giassifcaton of schizophrenia. Positive symptoms of schzophvenia,including halucinations and
delusions. Negative symptoms of schizophrenia, including speech poverty and avolition. Reliability
and validity in diagnosis and classification of schizophrenia, including reference to co-morbidity,
ulture and gender bias and symptom overtap.

* Biological explanations for schizophrenia: genetics, the dopamine hypothesis and neural correlates.

* Psychological explanations for schizophrenia: family dysfunction and cognitive explanations,
including dysfunctiona thought processing.

+ Drug therapy:typicaland atypical antipsychotis.

+ Cognitive behaviour therapy and family therapy as used in the treatment of schizophrenia. Token
‘scanomies 3 used n the management of schizophenia.

« The importance of an interactionist approach in explaining and treating schizophrenia; the diathesis-
sress moc.
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438 Aggression
Neura and hormonal mechanisms in aggression,Inclucing the s of the imbi system, sertonin
and tstostarone. Genelicfactors i aggression, including the MAOA gene.

= e ethological explanaton o aggression,incluing reference o imats releasng mechanisms and
fixed action patterns. Evolutionary explanations of human aggression.

« Social peychological explanations of human aggression,inclucing the rustration-aggrsssion
hypothesis, social learing theory as applied to human aggression, and de-individuation.

 Institutional aggression in the context of prisons: dispositional and situational explanations.

* Media influences on aggression, including the effects of computer games. The role of
desensiisation, diinhiion and cognitve PTG
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Manage your time
effectively. You have
roughly a mark a minute
and 24 minutes to read and
plan. You have time to
read, think and plan so use
it! Don’t clock watch but be
time aware.

—

Take a
calculator
incase you have
to calculate
anything.

Decode the Question

For application

questions, you need to
make it clear you are
applying. Use the names

of the example
throughout.
make obvious links
throughout.

—_—

Remember Research
Methods is everywhere!
Its 30% of your entire
Alevel at a minimum. Know
your stuff!
Remember a lot of RM
questions are
contextualized- use the
stimulus in your answer.

1.Put a box around the command word. THINK
what does this Q require of me?
2.Underline the content. THINK what its the best

knowledge to apply?

3.Circle the marks. THINK how much detail do |
need, what are my AO marks?

Compare the humanistic approach with the psychodynamic approach.

[8 marks]

Compare fhe humanistic approach with the psychodynamic approach.

[8 marks]

Compare the humanistic approach with the psychodynamic approach.
— E——

Compare the humanistic approach with the psychodynamic approach.

[8 marks]

\1/
/I \

—_—

Know the
Spec!

_——

One way to manage your
time is to break the paper
into chunks. For example
each set of 24 marks is 30
minutes.
24 minutes to answer the
questions and 6 minutes to
read

—

Never leave a
question blank.
Just have a go

using your
knowledge.

w
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KNOWING YOUR COMMAND
WORDS MEANS YOU KNOW THE

DEMANDS OF THE QUESTION
Command Word What It Means
Describe Provide an account of something
Outline Provide a brief account of something
Explain Set out the purpose or reasons
Identify State or indicate something
Calculate Work out the value of something
Distinguish Between Explain ways in which two things differ
Justify Provide reasons, reasoned arguments to support, possibly
provide evidence
Evaluate Judge from available evidence
Discuss Present key points about something, along with strengths

and limitations

Compare Identify similarities and/or differences

|
\ 4
N ’ ﬁf Tl/o
- "Highlight the command word of the
Q to help you understand the
question- especially with higher

I

4

-
w

marked questions x

+, .
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Use key terms.

Addresses all aspects of the
question (AO1, AO2, AO3)
Uses scientific, analytical and
evaluative language.

Includes key researchers and
studies.

Uses the PEEL structure to

support extended writing.
. Structures the answer the way the
question is asked.
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4. 1 and 2 mark qmﬁom 00°/°

MCQS, MATCH, NAME, GIVE, IDENTIFY

e Points based question
e |t can be on any topic and any paper
e AO1 knowledge only

Command word How to answer/ tips

mMca Don’t assume they are easy questions

Multiple choice Read the Q carefully they can contain red herrings and curve balls
Question Make sure you have shaded the correct number of answers

Follow the instructions carefully if you change your answers

In paper 3, you will need to write the correct letter in the answer booklet

Match You will need to match key words to definitions

This is from the Issues and Debates section, so you need to write them in the booklet
1 mark per correct match is awarded

Papers 1 and 2 you would share the correct answers

Read it carefully- think and consider don’t rush

ooooo|0000o

Name Ocan be on any paper
ONeeds a simple short answer
01 mark is awarded for each correct answer

Identify 01 mark is awarded for correctly identifying the design
OThere is no need to explain why it was used

Give 01 mark per each correctly identified answer
QOThere is no need to describe how this would be done

This type of question can
be asked on any paper or
topic

Name the types of Neurons
labelled A,B and C on Figure 1
below.

Write your answers in the box
below (3 marks)

1 mark per
correctly
identified
answer

1 mark per correct answer .
This shows its important to

always give an answer Give three behaviours that

researchers have ,measured in
order to classify attachment type
when using the Strange Situation
(3marks)

There is no need to describe how this
would be done in the SS or to give

+ ; :
other details. Name means just name
‘ . not explain.
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5. Outline and Describe R
Questions 00 /°

e They can be found on any paper and vary in given marks

e you can be asked to outline and describe; explanations, theories,
models and research

e They mainly assess AO1 but they can include strengths and limitations
(AO3)

Command word  Marks available  How to answer/ top ti

Outline 2 marks Q Its best to make 2 points

O You could be asked to outline two things broken into two questions- each outline worth 2 marks
O You can be asked to outline strengths and limitations

O You need to state what the strength/limitation is and then offer some elaboration

Outline/describe | 3 or 4 mars 04 marks is more typical than 3

3 or 4 marks QThe best answers are those that use key terminology

QYou need to be fully coherent

Q3-mark Q tend to be similar to a paragraph from an essay

QIf you must give strengths/limitations for 3 marks you need to elaborate more than you would for 2
marks- one point and then two elaboration points.

Outline/Describe | 16 marks Q6 marks tends to be the AO1 marks within a 16-marker essay

Q7o gain the top band of marks the knowledge needs to be correct and well detailed

QThe answer needs to be clear and specialist terminology used throughout

QOnly spend 6/7 minutes on this

QIf it was just a 6 mark answer your aim is to be accurate, coherent and use as much specialist

terminology as you can think of.
) &

Qif the Q says outline 2- treat this as 2 3-mark questions. Point- detailed elaborationx2

The two important points to
mention are the interference
occurs when two memories
are similar, and when an older
memory, already stored,
disrupts the recall of newer
memory.

For 2 marks it is best to make 2 points

*
+ Briefly outline proactive
<+ interferences
as an explanation for forgetting

O (2marks)
You need to evaluate for the main marks.

The question You are evaluating the specific research so

specifies research strengths and limitations.
and there you need

to outline the
specific research.

Outline and evaluate research
You need to - ‘ The knowledge
: into Romanian Orphans needs to be
accurate outline the (16 marks)
findings and fully accurate

conclusions. Not
procedure.
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6. &/a&wm Quw‘wm
e Can be on any paper and will vary in marks
e Be clear and coherent
e 3 mark answers are normally marked on a response grid
e Explain can sometimes be used similar to outline. But you have to explain why something is

better than or likely in RM how to do something.
e Mostly assess AOL. However they can assess AO2 or even AO3 (strengths and limitations)

Command Marks How to answer/ top tips
word available
Explain 2 marks Make two points

elaboration.
Use clever connections such as ‘Whereas’ or ‘similarly’ to show you are answering the Q
O Make sure you read the whole question and work out exactly what you are being asked

a
Q Where you are asked to explain a difference, the Q requires a defition and naming of both points and then
a

Explain 3,40r6 Qit the Q dictates a strength you need to state the strength and then given reasons why it’s a strength

marks QIf you are asked about the role of something, you are being asked ‘what it does’ or ‘its job’. Its not about
defining what it is but explain what it does. What impact does it have on the body for example

QIif a question directly says research the answer needs to be specifically about the named research, or you
need to name and use an example of specific research

QThe focus on a research question should be on the conclusions and findings.

QGive possible reasons

QTop tip is to be explicit- use specialist terminology

Explain how 23o0r4 QIf you are asked how something is used, you need to do more than just simply outline.
marks QIf the question gives a scenario, then it involves A02. Therefore, you need to outline for AO1 but then
explain how this relates to/ can be applied to the scenario

The Question is clear on what it demands. The command is explain. The amount is one. It has x X
to be differences. The topics are internalization and compliance.

b

Where you are asked to
explain a difference it
requires more than an

explanation of what the
terms mean. Instead it

requires you state one fact

and then state how the
other topic is different on
that specific fact.

Always use language to
be explicit. use the

Explain one difference

words internalization between internalization and
and compliance or you compliance.

wont get both marks. (2marks)
Use the term Whereas

to show comparison.
e
+ If you are asked to explain how something is
+ used then it is not about defining and

outlining what it is.

For this Q for each
technique of EWT
you use you need

For example:
One technique used to improve accuracy

Explain how the cognitive is to reinstate the context by asking the

to say how it interview is used to improve ; he cri 5
would improve the ASCUrAST Of eveTtnass witness to return to the crime scene in
3{ Yy their mind and think about things such as
accuracy not what testimony . o
iti emotions. This is so that these cues
15 (4 marks)

encoded at the time of the crime, may
trigger other memories improving the
accuracy of their recall.
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2. Diskinguish Questions °
o
e These questions ask you to explain how two differ and tend to
be 4 marks

e They assess AO1

Command How to answer/ top tips
word
Distinguish O You would be given 1 mark for a correct definition or each and then 1 mark per correct difference (4
between marks)
Q You need to be explicit by using words such as ‘whereas’ and ‘however’
Q Ensure there Is an appropriate level of detail- focus on the questions demands

You would be given one mark for a correct a
definition of type 1 and 1 mark for a correct
definition of type 2

0

Distinguish between a

Up to 2 marks would be type 1l error
awarded for a clear and type 2 error
distinction or difference (4 marks)
between them.

You must say ‘whereas’ or
‘a difference is’....

The clearest way to answer this
You need to use the question would be to explain how the

words avoidant and behaviors shown by the two attachment
insecure resistant to types differ in the strange situation.
get full marks.
Be explicit.
Distinguish between an insecure
avoidant attachment type
and an insecure-resistant

attachment type (4marks)

To ensure that there is an appropriate level of detail,, it
would be best to focus on at least two differences in
+ behaviour ( e.g: separation anxiety and reunion
*+ behaviour) ¢
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e These tend to be used in RM- however RM questions can appear in all

papers

e Justify means to provide reasons for something
e This command assesses AO3

e The marks are normally points based

Command How to answer/ top tips

word

*Justify O 1 Mark for appropriate justification and then 2 marks for clear and coherent justification.
O 1 Mark for appropriate justification and then 3 marks explaining why
QO 1 Mark for appropriate justification and then further markers for application

Then another mark You would give 1 mark
for suggesting for suggesting what the

what the standard mean values in the table
deviation values in suggest about the effect
the table suggest of caffeine on memory
about thg effect of \What do the mean and standard and 1 mark forJust|f¥|ng
caffeine on oo ; the answer by referring
d1 deviation values in the table 6 thB Hata TR ha tabl
memory an suggest about the effect of o thedatain the table.

MAtEGFHhen caffeine on memory. Justify your

Just|fy|ngbthe answer. (4 marks)
answer by

referring to the
datain the table.
+*

You would be awarded 1 mark for an appropriate

/ﬁé suggestion

Suggest one way in which
the researcher could
modify the study to

improve validity. Justify
your answers. (3marks)
) &

You would gain 2 marks for a clear, coherent justification for why it would D ¢
improve the validity that includes some elaboration.
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e These questions are used to assess research methods ‘ 0 o

e However RM questions can be in all topics and papers

e All take a calculator to all exams and a ruler

e Calculate means to work out

e You are normally asked and marked on your workings out. ALWAYS show these as good
practice.

e ‘Sketch’ means it does not have to be precise.

Command Marks How to answer/ top tips
word available
Calculate 2or3marks | O Sign test is the only statistical test you will be expected to do in the exam
Q Workings and answer need to be correct for the full marks
Q 1 mark for correct answer with no workings.
Q 3-mark answers would give 1 mark for the correct answer and 2 marks for 2 significant figures
O You MUST always show your workings out

Draw 4 marks QThey do not start with calculate but they do involve some form of calculation

Q11 mark for a suitable TITLE, 1 mark for accurately plotted bars. 1 mark for the correctly labelled x axis and 1
mark fory axis

QThis shows how important choosing the correct graph is!

3 marks would be given for the

correct answers to two significant
figures.

Calculate the percentage
increase in
the scores for group A. Give
your answer to two significant
figures (3marks)

2 marks would be awarded for the
correct answer not given to two
significant figures.

1 mark is awarded for partially
This shows how important it is to correct working out
include your workings out.

The suitable graphical

display for this question
was a bar chart.

marks are given for:

e appropriate title
with reference to IV
and DV

e accuracy plotted
bars that don't touch

e labelled X-axis

e labelled Y-axis

-

) ¢

o

Draw a suitable graphical
display to represent the data in
Table 1. Label your graph
appropriately. (4 mark)

The command is not
calculate but you still need
to calculate in some way
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10. Evaluate Questions 0.
e Evaluate as a command is always AO3 but can be in shorter questions or 10 ©

part of essay questions.

e essays are marked holistically using a level of response grid, knowledge
and evaluation are assessed together as bands but examiners explore
individuals marks against the AO's.

e 8 mark outline and evaluate means AO1 (3 marks) and AO3 (5marks)

e 16 mark outline means AO1 (6marks) and AO3 (10marks)

e For application Qs you will also need to reference the points in the STEM-
for these questions the response grid refers to all AO's

e 8 mark application- AO1 (3marks), AO2 (2 marks) and AO3 (3 marks)

e 16 mark application- AO1 (6marks), AO2 (4marks) and AO3 (6marks)

e This means less evaluation in an application Q

Command Marks How to answer/ top tips

word available

Evaluate 40r6 QO Ifit says evaluate it is only AO3 which means you should not waste time including a
marks description

QO You can answer these PEEL chains

QO For 6 marks you need two fully developed and elaborated PEEL chains

O The answer needs to be effective, relevant and specialist terminology uses throughout
QO For 6 markers evidence from research helps you achieve top band

Evaluate 8marks QOThese generally are weighted 3 marks for AO1 and 5 marks for A03

QYou should spend around 2 minutes planning and 8 minutes writing

OAlways fill the answer box space as a minimum amount of detail

03 paragraphs are roughly needed- use PEEL to structure these.

QYou can do 1 paragraph of A01 and then 2 paragraphs of A03 for example of do both AQ’s in
one paragraphx3

Evaluate as | 16marks OAlways start with a brief plan

part of an QYou should spend about 4 minutes planning and around 20minutes writing

essay Qif the A0’s are A01 and A03 then its 6 marks and 10 marks respectively

QQuality is more important than quality, but you need 6 paragraphs of details

Qif you get a 16-mark application question. 6 marks for A01 for outlining. 4 A02 for making
explicit references to the scenario. 6 marks for evaluation of the explanations which are
relevant to the scenario.

Oin application essays it can be easier to cover each A0 in separate paragraphs to ensure you
have done them all and then do the additional A02 paragraphs.

QOSpecialist terminology needs to be applied throughout the entire essay

QYou do not need an introduction or conclusion

This a short essay style question, so needs
good detail which fills the given space.
Make a strong point, explain and add

evidence x2.
) &

For example:
‘One problem with the multi-
store model is that it suggests
that short-term memory is a

Evaluate the multi-

unitary store. However, store
evidence from patients model of memory X
(6marks)

suffering from amnesia
suggest this is not the case.
For example........

%, A top band answer need s effective evaluation, be concise and
+ accurate and use specialist terminology. You need at least 2 fully
+ developed points.
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11. Disenss Questions 100%

e Discuss means to present key points along with strengths and limitations

e They assess both AO1 and AO3

e There can also be STEM application which is included in the mark grid

e 8 mark outline and evaluate means AO1 (3 marks) and AO3 (5marks)

e 16 mark outline means AO1 (6marks) and AO3 (1Omarks)

e Forapplication Qs you will also need to reference the points in the STEM- for these
questions the response grid refers to all AO's

e 8 mark application- AO1 (3marks), AO2 (2 marks) and AO3 (3 marks)

e 16 mark application- AO1 (6marks), AO2 (4marks) and AO3 (6marks)
This means less evaluation in an application Q

Command Marks

word

Discuss

available

8 marks

How to answer/ top tips

Include an outline of research on the specified study or topic. Research can be theories
and/or research studies.

For an 8 marker 3 marks are AO1 and 5 marks A03. It should be roughly 3 paragraphs long-
each one highly detailed.

You should spend around 10minutes on this answer

You need to use specialist terminology throughout

Discuss

16 marks

a
a
a
a
a
a
a

For the discussion you need to focus on doing 6 elaborated paragraphs

As it says discuss as the command you need to given strengths and limitations or arguments
and counter arguments.

Normally 6marks are available for AO1 and 10 marks for A03

No introduction or
conclusion should be given

The focus is on the contribution of the
behavioural approach to our understanding of

You need to do 6 PEEL
paragraphs.

You need to
include both
sides of the

discussion so
strengths and
limitations.

Discuss the contributions of
the behavioural approach to
our understanding of human

behaviour (16 marks)

The more specialist language
used the better the band of

human behaviour, so you need to explain what is marks,
has been able to contribute in terms of
explanations for human behaviour, methods of x X

<+

studying human behaviour and application of

treating it. ). ¢
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12. Compare Questions

e Compare means to identify simifarities and differences and tends to be part of a 16 marker

e They can assess in an 8 marker also.

e The main place to compare is stated within the essay title and is most commonly found in
Approaches, but can be used anywhere.

e You can get asked to simply compare two theories. This means no outline is needed purely
comparison. Use your language to be explicit you are comparing

Command Marks How to answer/ top tips
word available

Compare 8 marks Any evaluation in a comparison question does not gain marks if it is not comparative

Each comparative point should have a explicit command such as ‘similarly’ or ‘likewise’ the
different would then be presented as ‘whereas’ or ‘however’.

You will need 3 detailed paragraphs.

1 paragraph will be outline (3 minutes, 3 marks ) and then 2 detailed and explicit
comparative paragraphs (7 minutes, 5 marks)

Use the wording of the question in your answers

Specialist vocabulary needs to be used throughout

Compare As part of
alé
marker

A01 marks (6) will be available for outlining. AO3 marks (10 marks) will be for the
comparison. This means similarities AND differences

6 paragraphs

Any evaluation in a comparison question does not gain marks if it is not comparative

Each comparative point should have a explicit command such as ‘similarly’ or ‘likewise’ the
different would then be presented as ‘whereas’ or ‘however’.

Use the wording of the question in your answers

Specialist vocabulary needs to be used throughout

a
a
a
]
]
a
]
a
a
a
a
]

The AO3 marks are for comparing the
approaches not evaluating their
strengths and weaknesses but in terms

of similarities and differences

Outline is worth 6 marks for AO1
and Evaluation is 10 marks for
AO3.

Outline the behavioural
approach. Compare
behavioural approach to
the cognitive (16 marks)

Description and Each similarity should include a word
evaluation is not like ‘similarly’ or ‘likewise’ within the
creditworthy. Only explanation or differences should say

explicit comparison gains ‘whereas’ or ‘however’

marks
‘ <+




