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Eduqas A-Level French
[bookmark: _Toc166748782]Specification
A level specification template (eduqas.co.uk)
Entry Requirements
· Grade 4 in GCSE English Language or GCSE English Literature, 5 in GCSE Maths
· Grade 6 in GCSE French
[bookmark: _Toc166748784]Calendar
	                                                         Year 12                                                                        Year 13

	Half-term
	Teacher 1
	Teacher 2
	Teacher 1
	Teacher 2

	1
	Grammar
	Family and relationships
	Etranger
	Young people and Problems
IRP 

	2
	Grammar and Heritage

	Education and work
	WW2 
	Diversity

	3
	Heritage and Les Choristes
	Cultural Trends and Traditions
	WW2
	Marginalisation

	4
	Les Choristes
	Cyber society and Cinema
	Exam preparation
Translation & Essays
	Exam preparation 
Speaking and R+L

	5
	Volunteering
	Cinema
	Exam preparation
Translation & Essays
	Exam preparation 
Speaking and R+L

	6
	Etranger
	Young people and Problems
IRP
	



[bookmark: _Toc166748785]Contact details
Head of French: Gemma Hart ghart01@beckfoot.org
A-Level French teacher: Mr Bullivant jbullivant01@beckfoot.org
[bookmark: _Toc166748786]

Organisation
You are expected to maintain a well-organised folder, which will be checked by a teacher once per half-term. You must use file dividers, and should contain the following sections:
1. Course documents
a. Specification
b. Teaching plan?
2. Independent learning
a. 5 hours in… guidance and templates
b. French Vocabulary booklet
c. Homework
d. Independent learning
3. Topic notes
a. Component 1 - Speaking
b. Component 2 – Reading/Listening/Translation
c. Component 3 – Essay – film/novel
Notes from each lesson should have a title and date, and placed into your files so that you have a useful set of notes from which you can revise.
[bookmark: _Toc166748787]Equipment
You must bring the following to all lessons:
· Black pens, green pen, mini-whiteboard pen, pencil, ruler.
· Highlighters
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Grade boundaries
Below is an indication of the highest grade boundaries that have been used in A-Level French exams, up to 2023. These are indicative only – actual grade boundaries used for in-class assessments may vary.
	Grade
	A-Level French(Year 13)

	A*
	88 %

	A
	79 %

	B
	68 %

	C
	57 %

	D
	46 %

	E
	35 %
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Year 12
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Research shows that the most successful students (i.e. those that make the most progress and get the highest grades) are doing between 20 and 25 hours of independent study per week by the end of Year 13. That may seem a lot, but it’s something that you would build up to over the course of your A-Levels. In Year 12, we’re talking something more like 15 hours per week. This equates to roughly 5 hours of independent study per A-Level per subject. 
Remember that your independent study is divided into three types – Consolidation, Reactive and Proactive. 
Consolidation 
The evening following a French lesson, you should spend 12-15 minutes (24-30 minutes for a double) rereading your notes, checking grammar points and ensuring vocabulary and facts have been absorbed. You can do this by making flashcards, going on Quizlet or by filling in knowledge organisers. 
Reactive 
This is your ’homework’. Each of your French teachers should give you at least 1 hours’ worth of homework each week. If they don’t – ask them for some! If you find this takes more than 1 hour, that’s fine, you can take this from the proactive phase (not from the consolidation phase though). Equally, if you find you finish your reactive work quickly, spend more time on your proactive work. 
Proactive 
This is the section that will broaden and deepen your overall understanding of the subject you are studying. It will not necessarily involve work that has been set by your teacher, but instead it is about you doing the extra practice questions, reading articles, watching videos. In French, this might contain some of the following: 
· Complete Eduqas exam style questions  (link below)– (1 hr) 
· Use websites to complete and add to class notes…find facts liked to the topics and continue to develop your vocabulary  (30 minutes) 
· Use the specification and evaluate whether you are confident with topics covered (10 mins) 
· Make notes on tenses – add additional grammar points to your grammar revision booklet (30 mins) 
· Work through the listening and reading revision booklet (30 mins) 
· Test yourself on vocabulary in the Eduqas vocabulary booklet  (30 mins) 
· Work through the translation booklet (30 minutes) 
· Learn essay phrases – JAM/A03 handout (20 mins) 
· Watch Les Choristes scene by scene and make notes relating to key themes  (20 mins) 
· Re-read chapter notes on Etranger (30 mins) 
· Plan essays for the film/book using PEEL sheet (1-2hrs) 
· Research the education system in France and society in France after WW2 (20 mins) 
· Learn facts linked to topics so that you can use them in your speaking exam (30 mins) 
· Complete past papers  

 
Useful links 
· www.languagesonline.org – Grammar 
· www.quizlet.com  - Vocabulary 
· www.zut.org – Exam board specific listening/reading/translation tasks 
· https://www.1jour1actu.com – Current affairs – listening/reading and lots of facts to be found 
· https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/french/as-a-level/ - Eduqas resources linked to all themes and   exam style question 



Supercurricular
[bookmark: _Toc166748801]Read
· Antigone – Jean Anouilh (1944)
· Le silence de la mer – Vercors (1942)
· Boule de Suif et autres contes de guerre – Guy de Maupassant (1880)
· No et moi – Delphine de Vigan (2007)
· Une année chez les Français – Fouad Laroui (2010)
Watch
· Lupin – Netflix series
· La Haine – Mathieu Kassowitz (1995)
· Au Revoir les enfants – Louis Malle (1987)
· La Rafle – Roselyne Bosch (2010)
· Suite française – Saul Dibb (2015)
· Monsieur Batignole – Gérard Jugnot (2002)
· Intouchables – Eric Toledano, Olivier Nakache (2011)
· Le Grand Voyage – Ismaël Ferroukhi (2004)
Listen
· Etranger - BBC Radio 3 - Arts & Ideas, What Camus and Claude Lévi-Strauss teach us
· Etranger – BBC Radio 4 - In Our Time, Camus
· Camus – existentialism - Albert Camus | The Stranger | Existentialist Philosophy & Literature
· Camus – absurd - ALBERT CAMUS - L'absurde
· French radio stations | Listen live & for free
Compete
· Stephen Spender Poetry Competition – May 2023 (Y12/13)
· Lancaster Essay Writing Competition – February each year (Y12/13) 
· French Flash Fiction – March each year (Y12/13)
· Anthea Bell Translation Competition April each year (Y12/13)
Online
· www.zut.org.uk 
· News in Slow French - French Podcast
· Accueil - 1jour1actu.com
· www.languagesonline.org.uk
· Tex's French Grammar (utexas.edu)





Write like a Linguist
It is important that you can explain yourself clearly in your written work. Writing like a Linguist will ensure you are able to get your points across in an accurate and sophisticated manner.

A linguist always
· Writes an essay plan
· Uses complex grammatical structures and tenses accurately
· Applies a range of sophisticated phrases
· Accurately uses idiomatic phrases
· Supports arguments with specific reference to the text
· Analyses rather than describes
· References social and historical contexts

Use the following language in essays :
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Component 3
 
As a rough guide you should spend about 10 minutes planning your essay, 50 minutes writing it and 5 minutes checking it.  
 
Planning your essay: 
It is important to plan your essay well. Make points clearly and logically so that the examiner can follow your argument. Take time to devise a plan before you start writing. This avoids rambling account and allow a structure which is easy to follow. You might find that the following points help you to plan your essay well: 
· Read the question carefully. Make sure you have understood what you are being asked to do and stick to the question. 
 
· It is sensible to plan your essay in French. This will prevent you writing ideas you are not able to express in the target language. 
 
· Focus on the key words. For example, you may be asked to analyse, evaluate, explore or explain.  
 
· Select the main point you want to make in your essay and then break this down into 3 or 4 sub-sections. They will become your paragraphs. Think about how you can link your arguments to themes and society at the time. 
 
· Choose relevant information only!  
 
· Decide on the order of your paragraphs. It might be a good idea to keep your strongest idea for your last paragraph. Note down linking words or phrases you can use between paragraphs to make your essay flow as a coherent and logical argument.  
 
· Select one or two relevant and concise quotations which you can use to illustrate some of the points you make.  
 
· Think about the suggested word count for the essay. It should always be possible to write a meaningful essay within the allocated number of words.   
 
· Think about how to introduce and conclude your essay, ensuring that you have answered the question set. Keep these short and to the point. 
 
 








You might find the following template helpful to plan your essay ensuring you make a point, provide evidence, evaluate and analyse and link to society. 

[image: A close-up of a paper

Description automatically generated]
 
Structure: 
Introduction: 
 
· You can use a short sentence to introduce the film or the text you have studied.  
 
· Show your understanding of the question: you should explain to your reader what you understand the question to mean, identify the issue it raises and how you are going to tackle them.  
Development :  
· This part will be divided into a number of interconnected paragraphs, each of which will pick up and develop the points raised in your introduction.  
 
· Each paragraph should be introduced with a sentence stating what the paragraph is about.  
 
· Make sure you are following a clear pathway through your paragraphs leading to your conclusion.  
 
· Each paragraph must have an internal logic whereby you examine a separate point, making your argument, supporting it with evidence and possibly quotations and drawing conclusions. Ensure you link points/arguments to themes/society at the time. 
 
· Try to have balanced paragraphs (with about the same amount of content).  
 
Conclusion : 
· Read through what you have written again and THEN write your conclusion.  
 
· It should summarise your arguments succinctly  
 
Component 1
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Numeracy
Marks across your exam papers will at time require numeracy skills:
· Cardinal numbers
· Complex numbers
· Ordinal numbers
· Quantities
· Use of ratios, fractions and percentages
· Dates/years
· Time


[bookmark: _Toc166748808]Specification
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Component 1: Speaking
Non-exam assessment: 21-23 minutes (including § minutes preparation)
30% of qualification

Task 1
(a) Presentation of independent research project (2 minutes)
(b) Discussion on the content of the research project (8-10 minutes)

Task 2
Discussion based on a stimulus card relating to one of the themes studied
(5 minutes preparation time followed by 5-6 minutes discussion)

Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries in any part of the
assessment.

Component 2: Listening, Reading and Translation
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes
50% of qualification

Section A: Listening
Section B: Reading
Section C: Translation  from French into English and English into French

Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries in any part of the
assessment.

Component 3: Critical and analytical response in writing (closed-book)
Written examination: 2 hours
20% of qualification

‘Two essays — one based on a lterary work and the second on an additional
literary work or film from the prescribed list

Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries or texts in any part of the
assessment.
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8. Christophe Barratier: Les Choristes
Afeature fim (2004)
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Sub-themes

Being a young person in
French-speaking society

Families and citizenship

Youth trends and personal
identity

Trends i fashion; how young
‘people respond to modem
technology; relationships with
others and peer pressure
Education and employment
opportunities

The education system and student
ssues; work and travel
opporturities and the changing
work scene

Understanding the
French-speaking world

Regional culture and heritage in
France, French-speaking
countries and communities
Festivals; customs and traditions;
historical sites; museums and
galleries

Media, art, film and music in the.
French-speaking worid

Trends in media and art; fim and
‘music in the lives of young people





image7.png
4. Albert Camus: L'’Etranger
Anovel (1942)
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Themes.

Sub-themes

Diversity and difference

Migration and integration
Reasons for migration: factors which
‘make migration/integration
easy/difcult

Cultural identity and
marginalisation

Reasons for marginalisation; ways
to eliminate marginalisation

Cultural enrichment and
celebrating difference

The postive aspects of a diverse
socety

Discrimination and diversity

Life for those who are discrimineted
against

France 1940-1950: The
Occupation and post-war years

June 1940-May 1945
Life in occupied France; the French
Resistance

‘The cultural dimension in
occupied France

The polltcal context of theatre and
cinema productions

1945-1950

Rebuilding and restructuring society
in post-war years
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What is the Independent Research
Project?

The Independent Research Project forms an important part of
the speaking assessment at A Level. It provides you with the
opportunity to choose an area of personal interest for
independent study through which you are encouraged to
broaden your knowledge and appreciation of the countries or
communities where French is spoken.

Component 1: Spoaking

Non-oxam assessment: 21-23 minutos (
30% of qualification

50 marks

lu

g 5 minutes proparation)

‘The speaking assessment wil last 21-23 minutes in total.
‘The speaking assessment comprises two tasks.

‘See section 3.2 forful detais of the speaking assessment.
Task1

() Prosontation of indopendont rosearch projoct (2 minutes)
2 minutes for the candidate’s uninterupted spoken presentation of the
research project

(b)  Discussion on indopendont research projoct (8-10 minutos)
9-10 minutes discussion of the research project. This discussion should
focus on the content of the research, not the process.

Task2

‘Theme-based discussion - § minutes proparation followed by 5-6 minutes.
discussion

5-6 minutes discussion based on a stimulus card comprising an image, a short text
and a point for consideration.

‘The stimulus material wilbe in French and based upon any of the sub-themes
‘under the areas of interest outiined on page 6. The prompt in French s intended to
provide a focus for the candidate when discussing the theme.

Loarners are not permitted to uso dictionaries in any part of the assessment.
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Assessment Criteria for the IRP
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Excellent knowledge: A presentation that demonstrates that you have fully
understood and assimilated research-based knowledge through the development, in
the time available, of key findings.

Very good knowledge: A presentation that demonstrates that you have mostly
understood and assimilated research-based knowledge through the development, in
the time available, of key findings.

Good knowledge: A presentation that demonstrates that you have understood and
assimilated some research-based knowledge through the development, in the time
available, of key findings.

Reasonable knowledge: A brief outline of key findings with little development and
showing lttle understanding and assimilation of research-based knowledge.

superficial knowledge: The briefest outline of key findings with very little
development and
showing very little understanding and assimilation of research-based knowledge.
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This specification enables leamers to develop and build upon knowledge,
understanding and cultural appreciation by using authentic spoken and written
sources through a stimulating course of study.

This qualification is made up of three components: Component 1 is a speaking
assessment. Component 2 combines listening, reading and translation. Component 3
assesses the leamers' response to the study of two works:

o either two lterary works.

« or one literary work and a feature fiim.

The list of prescribed works for Component 3 can be found in section 2.3 of this.
specification. The lst of works will be reviewed on a rolling programme after every
third examination series.

This A level specification offers leamners a rich and comprehensive insight into the
social, poliical, intellectual and artistic culture of the countries/communities where
French is spoken.

The specification content covers the two main areas of interest as specified by the
Department for Education:
social issues and trends

political and/or intellectual and/or artistic culture.

The themes of Being & young person in French-speaking society, Diversity and
difference and Understanding the French-speaking world are ones which resonate in
the lives of young people today, enabling learners to empathise with issues and
deepen their knowledge of how they affect the countries or communities where
French is spoken.

The fourth theme France 1940-50: The Occupation and post-war years introduces
leamers to the country speciiic theme focusing on a key period in France's history,
including significant events in political, intellectual and artistic culture, which have
helped shape the country as itis today. This is an exciting innovation enabling
leamers to develop and build upon knowledge, understanding and cultural
appreciation by the use of authentic spoken and written sources in a stimulating
course of study.

While studying these areas of interest and themes leamers will, through the use of
authentic materials, develop knowledge and understanding through speaking,
listening to, reading and writing in French of the countries/communities where it is
spoken. The themes Being a young person in French-speaking society, Diversity and
difference and Understanding the French-speaking worid can be related to any
country or community where French is the spoken language. Leamers will be
expected to access authentic written and spoken material in French, including from
online media, in the course of their language study.
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Leamers must study all themes and sub-themes in relation to at least one French-
speaking country.

The areas of interest, themes and sub-themes are given below. The details in italics
exemplify the sub-themes.

Themes. Being a young person in Understanding the
French-speaking society French-speaking world
Sub-themes |« Families and citizenship « Regional culture and heritage in
Changing family siructures; the France, French-speaking
Ghanging nature of marriage and countries and communities.
partnership; being a good citizen Festivals; customs and tradtions;
Youth trends and personal historical sites; museums and
identity galleries
i ashion: « Media, art, film and music in the
e o French-speaking worid
technology: relationships with Trends in media and ar; fim and
others and peer pressure musicin the lives of young people
Education and employment
opportunities
The education system and student
ssues; work and travel
opportunities and the changing
work scene
Themes. Diversity and difference France 1940-1950: The
Occupation and post-war years
Sub-themes | « Migration and integration

Reasons for migration; factors which
‘make migrationyintegration
easy/ifficult

Cultural identity and
marginalisation

Reasons for marginalisation; ways
eason et
Cultural enrichment and
celebrating difference

The positive aspects of a diverse
society

Discrimination and diversity

Life for those who are discriminated
against

« June 1940-May 1945

«  The cultural dimension in

* 1945-1950

Lie in occupied France; the French
Resistance

occupied France
The political context of theatre and
! n

in post-war years





image17.png
2.1 Component 1

Component 1: Speaking
Non-exam assessment: 21-23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation)

30% of qualification
60 marks

‘The speaking assessment will last 21-23 minutes in total.
‘The speaking assessment comprises two tasks.

See section 3.2 for full details of the speaking assessment.
Task 1
(a)  Presentation of independent research project (2 minutes)
2 minutes for the candidate’s uninterrupted spoken presentation of the
research project.
(b)  Discussion on independent research project (9-10 minutes)
9-10 minutes discussion of the research project. This discussion should
focus on the content of the research, not the process.

Task 2

‘Theme-based discussion — § minutes preparation followed by 5-6 minutes
discussion

56 minutes discussion based on a stimulus card comprising an image, a short text
‘and a point for consideration.

‘The stimulus material will be in French and based upon any of the sub-themes
under the areas of interest outlined on page 6. The prompt in French is intended to
provide afocus for the candidate when discussing the theme.

Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries in any part of the assessment.

‘The independent research project

The independent research project forms an important part of the speaking
assessment at A level. It provides leamers with the opportunity to choose an area of
personal interest for independent study through which they will be encouraged to
broaden their knowledge and appreciation of the countries or communities where
French is spoken.

This component gives opportunities for leamers to select an aspect of study that
interests them related to the countries or communities where French is spoken.
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Leamers are required to independently conduct the research project to develop the
skills listed below:

develop research skills in French

demonstrate the abilty to initiate and conduct individual research on a subject of
personalinterest relating to the countries or communities where French is spoken
identify a key question or subject of interest

select relevant information in French from a range of authentic sources including
the intemet

use information to illustrate knowledge and understanding of the research subject
analyse research findings

elaborate on key points of interest as appropriate through oral presentation and
discussion.

‘These details are noted in the required content for A Level Modem Languages as
outiined by the Department for Education.

Leamers may choose a topic for their independent research project linked to one of
the themes or sub-themes listed on page 6 of the specification. However, the
independent research project also gives leamers the opportunity to study an area or
theme not otherwise covered by the specification. Leamers must, however, ensure
that the topic they have chosen relates to a country or countries where French is
spoken.

Leamers also have the option to base their independent research project on a
French lterary work or film. However, leamers are not permitted to choose for their
independent research project a literary work or film which they have studied for their
written assessment in Component 3. Teachers will be required to send a copy of the
independent research project pro-forma to the visiting examiner three weeks prior to
the speaking assessment. This pro-forma will require details of the title of the
independent research project and the literary work(s) / fim, studied by the candidate
for Component 3. The independent research project pro-forma s available to
‘download from the subject page of the Edugas website: a copy of the pro-forma
‘appears in Appendix B of this specification.

As far as possible candidates in any one centre should choose completely different
subjects for the independent research project. However, if more than one candidate:
in the same centre chooses the same subject, the content, approach and
presentation of the independent research project must be distinctly different from
‘any other candidate's work on the same subject.

During the speaking assessment candidates will be expected to employ the following
skills:

= use language spontaneously to initiate communication; ask and answer
questions; express thoughts and feelings; present viewpoints; develop
arguments; persuade; and analyse and evaluate in speech, including interaction
‘with speakers of the language

= apply knowledge of pronunciation, morphology and syntax, vocabulary and idiom
to communicate accurately and coherently, using a range of expression —
including the list of grammar in Appendix A

« use language leaming skills and strategies, including communication strategies
such as adjusting the message, circumlocution, self-correction and repair
strategies.
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2.2 Component 2

Component 2: Listening, Reading and Translation
2 hours 30 minutes

50% of qualification
100 marks

‘Stimulus material will be in French, based on the four themes under the areas of
interest: social issues and trends and political and/or intellectual andior
artistic culture.

Section A: Listening
Questions which may include trueffalse statements, multiple choice, questions and
answers, a summary / assimilation-style question and comprehension questions in
French.

Section B: Reading
Questions based on texts provided in a supplementary reading folder which may
include true/false statements, gap-fill answers, a summary / assimilation-style
question and comprehension questions in French.

Section C: Translation
An unseen passage o passages from French into English plus an unseen passage
or passages from English into French (each a minimum of 100 words).

Learers are not permitted to use dictionaries in any part of the assessment.

In Component 2 candidates will be expected to demonstrate their competence in the
following skils:

= listening and responding to spoken passages including some extended passages
from a range of different contexts and sources, adapted as necessary, covering
different registers and types, including authentic communication involving one or
more speakers. Candidates will be issued with a recording which they can access.
individually. Within the overall time limit for this assessment, candidates are
allowed to stop, rewind and listen to the recording as often as they like

= reading and responding to a variety of texts including some extended texts
‘written for different purposes and audiences drawn from a range of authentic

luding contemporary, historical and literary, fiction and non-fiction
as necessary
understanding the main points, gist and detailfrom spoken and written material
inferring meaning from complex spoken and written material, including factual
and abstract content

« assimilating and using information from spoken and written sources, including
material from online media

= summarising information from spoken and written sources, reporting key points
and subject matter in speech and writing

« translating an unseen passage or passages from the language of study into
English

« translating an unseen passage or passages, from English into the language of
study.

‘These details are noted in the required content for A Level Modem Languages as
outiined by the Department for Education.
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2.3 Component 3

‘Component 3: Critical and analytical response in writing (closed-book)
2hours

20% of qualification
40 marks

Critical and analytical response in writing:

Candidates write an essay of approximately 300 words on each of the two works
they have studied.

‘One essay will be based on a lterary work and the second on an additional
literary work or ilm from the prescibed list (see following page).

Candidates will have a choice of two questions for each lterary work and film.

Leamers are not permitted to use dictionaries or texts in any part of the
assessment.

‘Studying the literary works and film

A prescribed lst of carefully selected authentic works in French is offered for study in
this specification. The provision of six lterary works and six films provides a source
from which to choose. The works reflect cultural and lterary elements in the
development of the countries/communities where French is spoken. Through the
study of the two chosen works taken from the prescribed list in the specification, the
leamer will:

develop a detailed understanding of the works in French

‘acquire the skills to appreciate and analyse the works

demonstrate a crtical appreciation of the concepts and issues covered

be able to respond critically and analytically in writing to the works in French

be abl to give a critical and analytical response to features such as the form

‘and the technique of presentation of the work as appropriate to the works

studied

« engage critically with stimulating works/fims in French, developing an
‘appreciation of sophisticated and creative uses of the language and

understanding them within their cultural and social context.

As this is a closed book exam, centres may use any edition of the prescribed works
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Prescribed works
‘Twelve works are available for study at A level: six lterary works and six films.
Candidates are required to study two works, one of which must be a lterary work.

1. Delphine de Vigan: No et Moi
Anovel (2007)

2. Fouad Laroui: Une année chez les Francais
Anovel (2010)

3. Jean Ano
Aplay (1944)

4. Albert Camus: L'Etranger

Anovel (1942)

5. Vercors: Le silence de la mer
Anovel (1942)

6. Guy de Maupassant: Boule de Suif et autres contes de querre
Anovel (1880)

7. Eric Toledano, Olivier Nakache: Intouchables
Afeature film (2011)

8. Christophe Barratier: Les Choristes
Afeature fim (2004)

9. Ismagl Ferroukhi: Le Grand Voyage
Afeature film (2004)

10. Mathieu Kassovitz: La Haine
Afeature film (1995)

11. Louis Malle: Au Revoir les Enfants
Afeature film (1987)

12. Gérard Jugnot: Monsieur Batignole
Afeature fiim (2002)
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ASSESSMENT

Assessment objectives and weightings

Below are the assessment objectives for this specification. Learners must
demonstrate their abilty to:

Aot

Understand and respond:

in speech to spoken language including face-to-face interaction
in wriing to spoken language drawn from a variety of sources

Understand and respond:
in speech to written language drawn from a variety of sources
in wriing to written language drawn from a variety of sources

A03
Manipulate the language accurately, in spoken and written forms, using a range of
lexis and structure:

Ao4

Show knowledge and understanding of, and respond critically and analytically to,
different aspects of the culture and society of countries/communities where the
language is spoken

‘The table below shows the weighting of each assessment objective for each
‘component and for the qualification as a whole.

A0t | AO2 AO3 | AO4 [ Total
Component 1

Speaking 5% | 5% 10% | 10% | 30%
Component 2

Listening,

Reading and 15% | 25% 10% - | s0%
Translation

Component 3

Critical and analytical - - 10% | 10% | 20%
response in writing

Total 20% | 30% 30% | 20% | 100%
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3.2 Arrangements for non-exam assessment

Non-exam assessment accounts for 30% of this A level. The following are general
‘guidelines for the conduct of Component 1: Speaking. All non-exam assessment
must be conducted under controlled conditions as outiined below, and in accordance.

with regulatory requirements.

Leamers are not permitted to use dictionaries

any part of the assessment.

Task setting and format of the assessment

In preparation for the speaking assessment the leamer will have undertaken an
independent research project (see section 2.1 for full details). The task related to the
theme-based stimulus card will be set by WJEC, but the candidate will have a choice
from two cards. The speaking assessment will be conducted at centres by a visiting
‘examiner appointed by WJEC. He/she will conduct and mark the assessment which
will be digitally recorded.

During preparation for the speaking assessment candidates must complete the
independent research pro-forma providing the tite of their research project and
outiining up to 10 key points in English. The form can be downloaded from the

subject page on the Edugas website. The purpose of the pro-forma is to provide the
visiting examiner with some prior information about the candidate’s chosen
independent research project. The pro-forma will be sent by the centre to the visiting
‘examiner at least three weeks before the beginning of the assessment period in
April. In order to ensure that the pro-forma is sufficiently informative for the visiting
‘examiner, the candidate’s teacher may assist with its completion. The pro-forma tself
will not be assessed. The candidate may bring a copy of the pro-forma to the
‘speaking assessment which he/she can use as a prompt if necessary for the
presentation and discussion. The pro-forma is an aid to memory only and will not
provide linguistic support in French. Further guidance for the completion of the
independent research project pro-forma can be found on page 18 of this

Leamers are not permitted to choose for their independent research project any of
the lterary works o films which they have studied for their written assessment in
Component 3.

‘The assessment will comprise the following tasks;

Task 1 - Presentation and discussion on candidate’s independent research
project

(a)  Each candidate will give a spoken presentation in French of an independent
research project, selected by the candidate. The presentation will last 2
minutes. If the presentation lasts longer than the allocated time the visiting
‘examiner will interrupt the candidate with a question related to the
independent research project. This willindicate the beginning of the
discussion. There are no additional marks available for a presentation which
‘extends beyond 2 minutes.

(b) A discussion in French comprising responses by the candidate to questions
relating to their independent research project. The questions will be set and
‘asked by the visiting examiner. The discussion will last 9-10 minutes.
maximum.
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After Task 1 has been completed the candidate will be given 5 minutes
preparation time in the examination oom with the visiting examiner to prepare
for Task 2 - the theme-based discussion.

Task 2 - Theme-based discussion

A discussion in French based on a stimulus card containing an image with related
texton one of the sub-themes, as set outin this A level specification (see section 2).
‘The visiting examiner will offer the candidate two stimulus cards. The candidate must
pick one of these cards and he / she wil then prepare the discussion point on that
stimulus card during the allocated preparation time.

Atthe end of the § minutes preparation time the visiting examiner will nitiate a
discussion with the candidate based on the stimulus card he/she has prepared. After
the candidate has responded to the discussion point on the card, the visiting examiner
will then ask the candidate one further question. This supplementary question will be
unseen.

At the start of the discussion, candidates must make reference to information in the
stimulus text, to show the examiner that they have understood that material.

During the discussion based on themes Being a young person in French-speaking
‘society, Understanding the French-speaking world and Diversity and difference,
candidates can talk about France or French-speaking countries/communites,
depending on the context in which they have studied the theme or sub-theme. This
instruction will be stated on the front of the stimulus card. The discussion based on
the theme France 1940-1950: The Occupation and post-war years will be limited to
France only.

‘The candidate wil be required to ask the visiting examiner at least two questions.
Should the candidate omit to ask any questions during the assessment, the visiting
‘examiner will ask the candidate in French whether he/she has any questions to ask_If
there is time within the discussion, the examiner will explore other points related to the
sub-theme. The examiner will also follow up points raised by the candidate during the
discussion.

Task taking

‘The speaking assessments will take place during a five-week period between Apri
‘and May. The visiting examiner will contact centres directly to amange a visit to
‘conduct the assessment. The visiting examiner wil take dates of school holidays
during this period into account when arranging a visit. However, centres should bear
in mind that the visiting examiner will have many centres to examine and in order to
help the visiting examiner and to be fai to all, centres must be flexible with dates.
‘The visiting examiner will bring a full set of cards with him/her to the centre.

On the day(s) when the assessment is conducted, each candidate will arrve at the
‘appointed time for the speaking assessment with the visiting examiner. There will be:
o formal preparation time before the assessment begins.

I the candidate has chosen to use a copy of the independent research project pro-
forma as an aid to memory, he/she will show it to the visiting examiner before the:
‘assessment begins. This is to ensure that the copy only contains notes in English. A
‘copy of a pro-forma found to contain notes in French will be retained by the visiting
‘examiner and the candidate will not have access to it during the assessment. The
‘assessment will commence with the candidate's presentation of the independent
research project which will last a maximum of 2 minutes. This will then be followed by
a discussion with the visiting examiner based on the project lasting 9-10 minutes
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maximum. At the end of the discussion on the presentation, if a copy of the pro-forma
has been used by the candidate it will be handed to the visiting examiner. The visiting
‘examiner will then show the candidate two theme-based stimulus cards. The
‘candidate will choose which card he/she would like to prepare. The candidate will
then be given 5 minutes preparation time in the examination room with the visiting
‘examiner. During the preparation time the candidate may, if he/she wishes, make
notes in French or English on a separate piece of paper, not on the card. The
candidate may refer to these notes during the assessment of the theme based
stimulus card. The notes are an aid to memory and must not constitute whole
sentences or a complete text. Reading out whole sentences or a complete text will
have a detrimental effect on a candidate's spontaneity.

‘The candidate will hand the notes to the visiting examiner at the end of the
‘assessment. The visiting examiner will keep the notes and any copy of the pro-forma
used by the candidate until the end of the Enquiry about Results period.

Timings for each part of the assessment must be adhered to. Any speaking evidence
‘which exceeds these timings will not be marked.

‘Teachers should make candidates aware that they will not be penalised by the
visiting examiner if they make use of any of the following skills during the speaking
assessment:

adjusting the message
circumocution
self-correction

repair strategies.

Conduct of the assessment

Candidates wil be allowed only one attempt at the assessment. Once the recording
begins it cannot be paused or stopped during the assessment of either Task 1 or
‘Task 2. The visiting examiner will, however, pause the recording during the 5 minutes
preparation time allocated to the candidate prior to the assessment of Task 2. The
recording will start again when Task 2 commences. The only Gircumstances in which
a candidate can be re-tested are f there is a technical malfunction during the
‘assessment (so that, for example, the assessment has not been recorded or is
inaudible) or an incident occurs beyond the visiting examiner's control which prevents
the completion of the assessment. In any such circumstance the visiting examiner
will inform WJEC immediately and inform the examinations’ officer at the centre.

Audio recordings rather than video recordings are specified because the assessment
is only of candidates’ proficiency in the language (as well as knowledge and
understanding of the themes), not of their presentation skills.

Centres will need to keep a record of the examining schedule including dates when
the assessments are conducted.

‘The visiting examiner will make every effort to meet all candidates in a group before
the individual assessments, in order to put them at their ease. The visiting examiner
will introduce himherseff, speak a ltle in French to familiarise candidates with
his/her voice, talk to them informally and answer any preliminary questions that might
arise.

Speaking assessment grids are provided in the sample assessment materials
produced by WJEC.
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Authentication

Itis important that non-exam assessment is rigorously monitored by centres to
ensure that candidates’ work s their own.

Centres could monitor in a number of ways, for example:

« careful record-keeping of the progress of the leamer's work

«  careful consideration of whether the work prepared is characteristic of the
leamer's abilty

= keeping any preparatory work securely locked in a cabinet or cupboard.

Al candidates are required to sign a statement endorsing the originality of their research
‘and confiming that their preparation for the independent research project is their own.
‘Teachers will be required to countersign the candidate’s pro-forma, dediaring that the
research and preparation that has been undertaken by the named candidate for Task 1
of Component 1 is indeed the candidate's own work. The non-exam assessment
‘sheets can be downloaded from the subject page at www.edugas co.uk. Validity can
be further enhanced by careful attention to the following points.

Acknowledgements

Reference to approximately 5 sources must be clearly acknowledged on the non-
‘exam pro-forma. (See Appendix B.)

Preparation of the Independent Research Project

‘The independent research project requires leamers to develop research skills in
French and to identify a key topic or subject which they would like to study for Task 1
of the speaking assessment. Leamers are required o select relevant information
from a range of authentic sources which they will then use, as appropriate, to
illustrate their knowledge and understanding of their research project through oral
presentation and discussion.

‘The A Level Content Advisory Board for Modem Foreign Languages has drawn up

the following list as examples of topic areas for the independent research project in
French:

= Anhistorical event or building such as: L'Arc de Triomphe, le Centre Pompidou, le
Mémorial e Ia Déportation, le massacre du 17 octobre 1961, la prise de la
Bastille (14 juillt 1789), mai 68.

= A person such as Frangois Mitterrand, José Bové, Léopold Sédar Senghor, Marie
Curie, Toussaint Louverture, Jeanne dArc, Louis Pasteur

Performers such as MC Solaar, or Amadou & Mariam

Anissue such as 'Les langues minoritaires en France’

A phenomenon such as 'La Sape’

Atopic related to a personal interest such as ‘La France (fAlgérie/La Cote

divoire/La Belgique etc.) et la Coupe du Monde de footbalr, ‘Les sentiers de

grande randonnée’, la mode en France’

« Les Grands Projets (Monumental building projects).
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Leamers should be advised to avoid choosing a research topic which is too
descriptive. Indeed, leamers need to select a research topic which provides them
with scope to use their analytical skills and also provides opportunities to put forward
their own viewpoints and arguments during the discussion part of the assessment.

Candidates wil be assessed on two assessment objectives for their presentation:
AO2 which requires candidates to show their understanding based on information
drawn from a variety of sources; and AO4 which requires candidates to show
knowledge and understanding of different aspects of the culture and society of
‘countries / communities where the language is spoken.

Leamers may choose a topic for their independent research project linked to one of
the themes or sub-themes listed on page 6 of the specification. However, the
independent research project also gives leamers the opportunity to study an area or
theme not otherwise covered by the specification. Leamers must, however, ensure
that the topic they have chosen relates to a country or countries where French is

spoken.

fteachers are in any doubt about the topic a leamer has chosen for the independent
research project, then it is always possible to contact the Subject Officer at WJEC for
further guidance.

Controls relating to the guidance teachers give to learners in preparation for
the independent research project

Teachers may give guidance on

« selecting a topic for the independent research project

« research skills, such as referencing research findings and using a
bibliography

«  the suitabilty of a selected area of research and the extentto which it will or
willnot meet the assessment criteria

« sources of information, including but not limited to the intenet, partcularly
noting the importance of using authentic sources and materials
the marking criteria used to assess the work and the assessment objectives

« progress of research using milestones or deadiines

« completing the independent research project pro-forma.

Teachers must ensure that

« the topic of each independent research project meets the requirements of the
specification and is appropriate

« the research topics relate to the countries or communities where French is
spoken

«  the topic of the individual research project does n«
film that the leamer has studied for Component 3

« allindividual research projects are distinctly different from each other (See
page 8.)

«  theindependent research project pro-forma is signed before the examination
to confir that the work is the candidate's own.

lude a lterary work and

chers must not

= provide the leamer with specific source material or related extracts

« give feedback or guidance orally or in writing on any drafts produced in
preparation for the presentation

« give feedback or guidance orally or in writing on a practice presentation.
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Completion of the Independent Research Project Pro-forma

‘The independent research pro-forma is not assessed and a teacher may therefore
assist leamers with its completion before it is sent to the visiting examiner three
‘weeks before the speaking assessment takes place.

‘The independent research project pro-forma must include:

the candidate's name and candidate number
the candidate’s signature with the date

the centre name and number

the teacher's name

the teacher's signature with the date

the title of the independent research project

up to 10 key points of the independent project i bullet form and in ENGLISH
‘approximately 5 sources, including full title and the date of each source where
applicable.

« title of the lterary work(s) and/or film studied for Component 3.

Research Methods.

Sources should be authentic and in French. They could include sources such as:
newspaper and magazine articles, online sources, reports, lterary texts, films,
television, radio, interviews etc. Approximately 5 researched sources must be
referenced on the independent research study pro-forma, Appendix B.
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APPENDIX A

Grammatical content, appropriate to French

Leamers will be expected to have studied the grammatical system and structures of the.
language during their course. Knowledge of the grammar and structures specified for GCSE
is assumed

In the examination leamners will be required to use, actively and accurately, grammar and
structures appropriate to the tasks set, drawn from the following lists. The mention of an item
in these lists implies knowledge of both its forms and s functions at an appropriate level of
accuracy and complexity.

‘The examples in italics in parentheses are indicative; that s, they serve to ilustrate the part
of speech or structure that the candidate must know and hence do not represent an
exhaustive specification of the required grammatical knowledge. For items marked (R),
receptive knowledge only is required.

Nouns
Gender
Singular and plural forms

Articles
Definite, indefinite and partitive

ctives
‘Agreement
Position
Comparative and superlative
Use of adjectives as nouns (e.g. Je vieux, les Anglais)
Demonstrative (ce, cet, cefte, ces)
Indefinite (including autre, chaque, méme, quelque)
Possessive (mon, ma, mes, etc.)

Interrogative and exclamatory (quel, quelle, quels, quelles)

Numerals
Cardinal (e.g. un, deux)
Ordinal (e.g. premier, deuxiéme)
Expression of ime and date

Adverbs
Formation of adverbs in -ment
Comparative and superlative
Interrogative (including combien (de), comment, o, pourquo, quand)

Quantifiers/intensifiers
(including assez, beaucoup, moins, plus, la plupart, plusieurs, presque, tant, trés, trop)

Pronouns
Personal: subject,
Object: direct and
Disjunctive/emphatic personal, as subject and object: moi/moi-méme, etc.
Position and order
Reflexive
Relative (including qui, que, dont, lequel etc. auquel etc., ce qui, ce que)
Demonstrative (celu, celle, ceus, celles; and celui-cilcelui-1a efc.)
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Verbs

Prej

Indefinite (including quelquun, quelque chose)
Possessive (le mien etc.)

Interrogative (including qui, que, quo)

Use of y, en

Conjugation of regular -er, -, -re verbs, modal verbs, principal irregular verbs,
including reflexive verbs
Agreement of verb and subject
Useofilya
Modes of address (tu, vous)
Impersonal verbs
Constructions with verbs
Verbs followed by an infinitive (with or without a preposition)
Perfect nfinitive:
Negative forms
Interrogative forms
Use of tenses
Present
Perfect (including agreement of past participle)
Imperfect
Future
Conditional
Future perfect
Conditional perfect
Pluperfect
Past historic (R)
Use of the infinitive, present participle (e.g. en arrivant) and past participle
Verbal paraphrases and their uses.
(including aller + infinitive, venir de + infinitive)
Subjunctive mood:
present (common uses, for example, after expressions of possiility,
necessity, obligation and after conjunctions such as bien que)
perfect tense
imperfect tense (R)
Dependent infinitives (faire réparer)
Passive voice: all tenses

‘Al prepositions, both simple (e.g. sous) and complex (e.g. au-dela de)

Conjunctions.

Coordinating conjunctions (e.g. et, ou, mais)
Subordinating conjunctions

Negation

Use of negative particles (e.g. ne...pas, ne...personne, ne...que)
Use of ne with negative subjects (e.g. Personne n'est venu)
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Questions.
Commands

Word order

Inversion after speech
Inversion after adverbs

Other constructions
Time expressions with depuis and il y a
Comparative constructions
Indirect speech

Discourse markers
(e.9. Au contraire, En fait)

Fillers
(e.g.alors, bon)
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