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Philosophy

Philosophy covers the big
questions of life, and you will
study many metaphysical debates
that explore the reliability of
knowledge, human nature and
what it means to exist.

Units:

¢ Ancient philosophical influences,
including Plato and Aristotle

¢ The nature of the soul, mind and
body

e Arguments about the existence
or non-existence of God, including
the cosmological, teleological and
ontological arguments

® The nature and impact of
religious experience

¢ The challenge for religious belief
of the problem of evil

¢ |deas about the nature of God,
including God'’s attributes and the
concept of eternity

e|ssues in religious language.

Ethics

Christian Thought

Ethics covers different methods of
making moral decisions and how
these apply to different scenarios
and topics. Some ethical theories
rely on a belief in God, others on
the consequences, and some on
duty.

Units:

e Normative ethical theories,
including different approaches to
ethical decision making:
Utilitarianism

Kantian Ethics

Natural Law

Situation Ethics

¢ The application of ethical
theories to Euthanasia and
Business Ethics

e Ethical language and thought

¢ Debates surrounding the
conscience

¢ Sexual ethics and the influence
on ethical thought of
developments in religious beliefs

Developments in Christian
Thought is a theological unit. This
unit covers influential theologians

of Christian history, including St
Augustine and St Aquinas, and
modern debates for the Church.

Units:

eTeaching on human nature,
before and after the Fall

¢ Death and the afterlife, including
beliefs about Heaven, Hell and
Purgatory

* The Person of Jesus, including the
paradox of Jesus being wholly
human and divine

e Moral principles and actions

e Religious Pluralism, theology and
society, including the debate of
who gets to go to heaven?

e Gender, theology and society,
including feminist theology

e Liberation theology

¢ The Challenge of Secularism
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What is RE about? Debating, discussion, evaluating, analysing, arguing, philosophy, ethics, secularism, humanism, atheism,

fundamentalism, creative, fun, challenge!
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How it’s assessed:
* 3 exams at the end of year 13
1. Philosophy of Religion (120 marks / 2 hours)

2. Religion and Ethics (120 marks / 2 hours)
3. Developments in Christian Thought (120 marks / 2 hours)
* Each exam will be three essays, each worth 40 marks and written in 40 minutes.
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