
Subject : Religious Education Year Group: 9

Scheme title Ethical Enquiry The Extreme World The Abrahamics Buddhism Famous Philosophers

Purpose of 

scheme

Students will explore ethical 

debates and the different 

religious responses to them. 

Students will learn religious 

and secular responses to 

medical ethics and 

relationship ethics 

Students will know the difference in 

extremism and terrorism and the factors 

that can lead to radicalisation. Students 

will explore examples of religious 

extremism and assess whether religion 

does more harm than good. Students 

will learn RSE content on violence, such 

as honour based violence, FGM, forced 

marriage and child exploitation. 

Students will know what to do if they 

are worried about any topics covered. 

Students will explore religious concepts 

that are important in monotheism. 

Students will know the role of prophecy, 

angels, life after death and miracles for 

these faiths and assess whether the 

Abrahamics have more in common than 

different. Students will know the 

historical and theological basis for the 

beliefs. 

Students will learn about the core beliefs 

of Buddhism, such as the Four Noble 

Truths, the Four Sights and the concept of 

attachment. Students will apply these 

beliefs to themes such as gender equality, 

peace and conflict, religion and life and 

modern technology. Coming soon!

Knowledge in 

sequence

What are the different types 

of relationships?

-	The differences in different 

types of relationships such as 

friendship and religion. 

-	What is marriage in secular 

and religious tradition and 

how can it lead to divorce? 

-	Religious marriage 

ceremonies teachings for and 

against divorce

Why is it important to learn 

about sex and contraception?

-	Different types of 

contraception

-	Religious teaching on 

contraception 

-	What is consent?

Are designer babies ethical?

-	Designer babies and genetic 

engineering

-	Arguments for and against 

this 

-	Religious responses to the 

dilemma as explored in the 

film ‘My sister’s keeper’

Is organ donation a moral 

action?

What is extremism?

-	Different types of extremism and how 

these forms arise

-	Key concepts: extremism, exclusivism 

and fundamentalism 

-	Historical and current case studies of 

extremism and the factors that caused 

them including religion, land, power and 

politics

What is radicalisation?

-	The factors that make someone 

vulnerable to radicalisation

-	How to prevent, identify and support 

someone who is radicalised

Social justice

-	What is equality and equity?

-	Gender equality: role of women in 

religion and wider society including 

religious teachings on the role of 

women

-	Poverty: what are religious charities 

doing to reduce poverty sand why is 

poverty unjust 

-	Religious freedom: why are people 

denied religious freedom and what 

religions teach about this form of 

persecution 

-	Racism: what is racism and religious 

What is prophecy?

-	The Torah, Bible and Qur’an all contain 

shared stories. All are monotheistic and 

have the same prophets. 

-	The covenant is the most important 

prophecy for Jews but also influences 

Christianity and Islam 

Who was Jesus?

-	Jews accept Jesus as a messiah, 

Christians believe he is the son of God, 

and Muslims believe he was a prophet 

Who was Muhammad? 

-	Muslims believe that Muhammad 

received the final revelation.

Angels

-	All three religions teach about angels, 

and differ on their beliefs about Satan. 

Do miracles happen?

-	Jesus performed miracles and 

Christians go on pilgrimage to Lourdes 

to experience this.

-	Liberal Christians interpret the stories 

symbolically whereas fundamentalists 

see the Bible as fact. 

-	Bultmann, Smutts and Frost all assess 

the reliability of miracle testimony. 

Life after death 

-	Heaven: Christian and Muslim 

Buddhist Beliefs: 

-	The Buddha was Siddhartha Gautama 

and he attained enlightenment. He was 

brought up imprisoned in a palace so as 

not to see suffering. His enlightenment 

came by meditating upon suffering. 

-	Four Noble Truths: We suffer because of 

craving and we will end craving by 

following Buddha’s teachings. 

-	Attachment causes suffering: we want to 

stay the same and last forever. We suffer 

when we experience endings and change

-	Rebirth: we are subject to the cycle of 

Samsara (life and death) and our karma 

informs this. Escape from rebirth is called 

Nirvana

Meditation: 

-	This is achieveing inner peace and 

escaping suffering. Buddhists use sand 

mandala and rupa to help focus their 

thoughts. 

-	The Wheel is also a mandala and 

symbolises the cycle of rebirth. 

Buddhists Monks

-	Buddhists monks are ordained into a 

monastery and give up their possessions. 

They live by the Buddha’s teachings of non-

attachment

Skills

The understanding of 

different religious practices – 

how they impact religion and 

religious people. 

The different beliefs of 

religions such as the Buddhist 

precept of preserving all life 

and the Christian view of 

equality. 

Structures to support 

learning: 

•	PEEL: Develop extended 

writing skills to include a 

point, evidence or example, 

explain it and link it to the 

overall point. This is helpful 

across all written subjects and 

reinforces literacy skills. 

•	 

•	FARM: Evaluate a statement 

by coming up with ideas for 

and against. Pupils should 

write a PEEL paragraph For, a 

PEEL paragraph Against, a 

PEEL paragraph about a 

religious view and a 

conclusion. Pupils are 

encouraged to include 

The understanding of different religious 

practices – how they impact religion and 

religious people. 

The different beliefs of religions 

Structures to support learning: 

1.	PEEL: Develop extended writing skills 

to include a point, evidence or example, 

explain it and link it to the overall point. 

This is helpful across all written subjects 

and reinforces literacy skills. 

2.	 

3.	FARM: Evaluate a statement by 

coming up with ideas for and against. 

Pupils should write a PEEL paragraph 

For, a PEEL paragraph Against, a PEEL 

paragraph about a religious view and a 

conclusion. Pupils are encouraged to 

include scriptural references and their 

own opinion. 

4.	

5.	SOCS: This is designed to allow pupils 

to evaluate a statement within a 

religious tradition. Pupils have to 

evaluate a statement but from one 

religious perspective. This means some 

Christians might say X, whereas other 

Christians think Y. 

6.	

The understanding of different religious 

practices – how they impact religion and 

religious people. 

The different beliefs of religions 

Structures to support learning: 

•	PEEL: Develop extended writing skills to 

include a point, evidence or example, 

explain it and link it to the overall point. 

This is helpful across all written subjects 

and reinforces literacy skills. 

•	 

•	FARM: Evaluate a statement by coming 

up with ideas for and against. Pupils 

should write a PEEL paragraph For, a 

PEEL paragraph Against, a PEEL 

paragraph about a religious view and a 

conclusion. Pupils are encouraged to 

include scriptural references and their 

own opinion. 

•	

•	SOCS: This is designed to allow pupils 

to evaluate a statement within a 

religious tradition. Pupils have to 

evaluate a statement but from one 

religious perspective. This means some 

Christians might say X, whereas other 

Christians think Y.

•	

The understanding of different religious 

practices – how they impact religion and 

religious people. 

The different beliefs of religions such as 

the Buddhist precept of preserving all life 

and the Christian view of equality. 

Structures to support learning: 

•PEEL: Develop extended writing skills to 

include a point, evidence or example, 

explain it and link it to the overall point. 

This is helpful across all written subjects 

and reinforces literacy skills. 

•FARM: Evaluate a statement by coming 

up with ideas for and against. Pupils should 

write a PEEL paragraph For, a PEEL 

paragraph Against, a PEEL paragraph about 

a religious view and a conclusion. Pupils 

are encouraged to include scriptural 

references and their own opinion. 

	

•SOCS: This is designed to allow pupils to 

evaluate a statement within a religious 

tradition. Pupils have to evaluate a 

statement but from one religious 

perspective. This means some Christians 

might say X, whereas other Christians think 

Y. 

	



Key Words
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End Point

Students will complete a 30 

mark assessment with marks 

for knowledge and skills. 

Students will be tested on 

content and key words from 

the knowledge organiser. 

Students will demonstrate 

skills including explaining two 

beliefs using examples, 

exploding a religious quote 

and writing an evaluative 

piece about the topic 

covered. E.g is abortion 

acceptable?

Students will complete a 30 mark 

assessment with marks for knowledge 

and skills. Students will be tested on 

content and key words from the 

knowledge organiser. Students will 

demonstrate skills including explaining 

two beliefs using examples, explain two 

contrasting beliefs, exploding a religious 

quote and writing an evaluative piece 

about the topic covered. E.g is religion 

dangerous? Students will be expected to 

draw on their knowledge from the 

ethical unit to develop their answers 

Students will complete a 30 mark 

assessment with marks for knowledge 

and skills. Students will be tested on 

content and key words from the 

knowledge organiser. Students will 

demonstrate skills including explaining 

two beliefs using examples, explain two 

contrasting beliefs, exploding a religious 

quote and writing an evaluative piece 

about the topic covered. E.g are 

miracles real? Students will be expected 

to apply their knowledge of montheistic 

beliefs to this unit. 

Students will complete a 30 mark 

assessment with marks for knowledge and 

skills. Students will be tested on content 

and key words from the knowledge 

organiser. Students will demonstrate skills 

including explaining two beliefs using 

examples, exploding a religious quote and 

writing an evaluative piece about the topic 

covered. E.g is all life suffering?

Assessment 

method

Every other lesson in the unit 

will begin with a quiz based 

on the knowledge organiser. 

Students will be expected to 

review the knowledge 

organiser and home and be 

able to complete different 

sections of it each week. 

Half way through the unit, 

there will be a skills-based 

midpoint progress check. 

Students will answer a 5 mark 

question from the current 

unit. The teacher will 

complete a whole class 

feedback sheet to feedback 

the following lesson. 

The end of unit assessment 

will be out of 30. 

Approximately 10 marks will 

be available for knowledge 

recall and 20 marks for skills. 

The knowledge questions will 

test the current and any 

previous units taught.  

Skills questions will include 

examples such as:

Term 1  

Every other lesson in the unit will begin 

with a quiz based on the knowledge 

organiser. Students will be expected to 

review the knowledge organiser and 

home and be able to complete different 

sections of it each week. 

Half way through the unit, there will be 

a skills-based midpoint progress check. 

Students will answer a 5 mark question 

from the current unit. The teacher will 

complete a whole class feedback sheet 

to feedback the following lesson. 

The end of unit assessment will be out 

of 30. Approximately 10 marks will be 

available for knowledge recall and 20 

marks for skills. 

The knowledge questions will test the 

current and any previous units taught. 

Skills questions will include examples 

such as:

Term 1  

•	Explain two beliefs about an issue and 

include examples (4)

•	Explode a quote (5)

•	Evaluate a religious belief (6) 

Term 2 

•	Explain two beliefs about an issue and 

include examples  (4)

Every other lesson in the unit will begin 

with a quiz based on the knowledge 

organiser. Students will be expected to 

review the knowledge organiser and 

home and be able to complete different 

sections of it each week. 

Half way through the unit, there will be 

a skills-based midpoint progress check. 

Students will answer a 5 mark question 

from the current unit. The teacher will 

complete a whole class feedback sheet 

to feedback the following lesson. 

The end of unit assessment will be out 

of 30. Approximately 10 marks will be 

available for knowledge recall and 20 

marks for skills. 

The knowledge questions will test the 

current and any previous units taught. 

Skills questions will include examples 

such as:

Term 1  

•	Explain two beliefs about an issue and 

include examples (4)

•	Explode a quote (5)

•	Evaluate a religious belief (6) 

Term 2 

•	Explain two beliefs about an issue and 

include examples  (4)

Every other lesson in the unit will begin 

with a quiz based on the knowledge 

organiser. Students will be expected to 

review the knowledge organiser and home 

and be able to complete different sections 

of it each week. 

Half way through the unit, there will be a 

skills-based midpoint progress check. 

Students will answer a 5 mark question 

from the current unit. The teacher will 

complete a whole class feedback sheet to 

feedback the following lesson. 

The end of unit assessment will be out of 

30. 10 marks will be available for 

knowledge recall and 20 marks for skills. 

The knowledge questions will test the 

current and any previous units taught. The 

knowledge questions will include 4 x 1 

mark questions and 3 x 2 mark questions. 

The skills section will be made up of a 4 

mark question asking for two contrasting 

beliefs, a synoptic 5 mark question asking 

for contrasting beliefs and reference to 

scripture, a current 5 marker asking for 

contrasting influences with a relevant 

religious quote and a 6 mark evaluation 

question

The next lesson, and final lesson of the unit 


