
Welcome to Beckfoot Sixth 
Form

Curriculum Evening 2022



A quick introduction 
to the team

• Glenn Wright – Associate Assistant Head: Post-16

• Lauren Bannon – Deputy Head of Sixth Form

• Kayleigh Towers – Pastoral Lead of Sixth Form

• Jackie Smith – Post 16 Administrator



Our values and vision

• What we want for all our students:

• Feel safe, happy and supported through their 
sixth form experience

• Be an integral part of the Beckfoot Community

• Achieve their maximum academic potential, 
and make significant progress from KS4

• Engage in a range of activities which develop 
and enhance their personal skills, qualities and 
employability

• Fully prepared for life beyond Beckfoot 



Home-student-school

• The relationship and communication 
between all three parties is vital to 
each student’s success

• Students are expected to be more 
independent than in Y11

• Families have a significant role to 
play in the education of each 
student
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Attendance 
and 
Punctuality 

Absences

Please report absences in line with whole school 
policy by 8.30am– instructions on school website.

GP/Dentist/Driving lesson appointments to be made 
outside of school time. 

No holidays in school time.

Students must be proactive in catching up on missed 
lessons.

Absent teachers

• Students are expected to be in school and to 
attend their lessons as normal. Work will be set, 
and students should complete it in the lesson.



Personal 
development 
program

A COMPREHENSIVE TUTORIAL 
PROGRAMME WHICH INCLUDES 

VESPA, UNIFROG AND PHSCE 
ACTIVITIES HAS BEEN DESIGNED TO 
MAXIMISE SUCCESS IN 6TH FORM. 

STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO 
ATTEND 100% OF TUTORIAL 

SESSIONS.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES TO ENHANCE 

UNDERSTANDING OF LIFE POST-18 
SUCH AS CAREERS ADVICE AND 

EXPERIENCES, UCAS SUPPORT, A 
VOLUNTEERING PROGRAMME, 

BECKFOOT LECTURES, OXBRIDGE. 



Tutor Programme – 25 mins per day. 
What can students expect?

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

• ‘Time for Me 
Mondays’

• VESPA and 
Metacognition

• Assembly
“Bringing the 
outside in” 
planned 
alongside the 
PHSCE 
framework.

• Unifrog 
activities

• PHSCE
• Living in the 

wider world
• RSE
• Life skills

Students  are expected to be in Tutor Time every day, unless attending SPA / Volunteering.



VESPA and the A Level Mindset (Oakes and Griffin)

Vision – know what you want to 
achieve 

Effort – put in many hours of 
independent study

Systems – organise your learning, 
resources and time

Practise – again and again and 
develop your skills

Attitude – respond constructively 
when setbacks happen



Effort

• Research on this from HEPI (Higher Education Performance Institute) – independent 
body that reviews all FE and HE.

• The highest-attaining students do at least 20 hours of work outside of lessons by the 
time they get to year 13.

• Think carefully about how to use non-contact time in the school day effectively. Is sitting 
in the common room and chatting the best use of your time…?

• We support students with this through the timetabling of Private Study Sessions



Independent study – Consolidation, 
reactive and proactive work



Independent Learning Booklets



Futures

Careers Team – excellent advice on 
apprenticeship opportunities, 
employment and University 
applications. 

Liz Palmer and Sarah Wilson offer 
dedicated careers and work 
experience support.

Specialised support with Oxbridge 
and Medicine/Dentistry/Veterinary 
applications

Students are supported and guided 
in making aspirational and realistic 
choices – it’s all about having options



The Futures 
Programme

Specialised careers talks from 
external providers

Careers fairs

Interview skills development and 
practice

Workshops in securing jobs – writing 
cover letters, CVs, job applications, 
interviews

Work experience opportunities – in-
person and virtual



Unifrog

• An invaluable online tool which                                                 
enables students to research a 
vast array of post-18 
opportunities

• Linked to form tutors and 6th form 
team

• Universities, apprenticeships, 
Oxbridge, FE, overseas



The UCAS process

• Applications open in May

• Early Entry applications deadline 15th October

• All other applications deadline 26th January

• Students make firm and insurance choices

• Acceptance of places following Results Day 
in August

• Subject teachers are responsible for writing 
references and deciding on predicted grades 
– all based on evidence.

UCAS Predicted Grades Policy

https://www.beckfoot.org/sixth-form/ucas-predicted-grades-policy/


The UCAS 
process –
how can you 
help?

Attend Open days, research courses

Check in on your child’s progress with their 
personal statement and application

Check on assessment results – does your child 
know how they’re doing and how to do even 
better?

Apply for student finance on time

Seek advice



Tracking 
progress

• Regular assessments in subjects

• Reports home three times per 
year

• Conversations with teachers 
and tutors

• Sixth form team monitoring and 
interventions



Well-being

• Ultimately we want our students to be happy

• A-Levels can be a particularly stressful time, and we are very mindful of this

Beckfoot Trust - Support for familiesBeckfoot School - Mental Health and Wellbeing

https://www.beckfoottrust.org/about-us/our-trust/support-for-families-/
https://www.beckfoot.org/students-learning/mental-health-and-wellbeing1/


Spotting the signs

• Class Charts

• Assessment results

• Patterns of absence

• Management of workload (or lack thereof)

• Changes in mood



How can you support your child?

• Ask about independent study at home

• Help to identify set study times

• Provide a quiet study space

• Be curious

• Try to make sure they’re maintaining a healthy school/work/life balance

Let us know if there are any concerns or changes in behaviour.



16-19 Bursary

• A fund available for students  who may need support financially.

• It is means tested on household income- current threshold at £30,385.

• Contact 6th Form team if you have any queries



Contact details

becgdw@beckfoot.org – Glenn Wright

becllb@beckfoot.org – Lauren Bannon

beckvt@beckfoot.org – Kayleigh Towers

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with 
any queries.

mailto:becgdw@beckfoot.org
mailto:becllb@beckfoot.org
mailto:beckvt@beckfoot.org

