
Subject: RE Topic: Big Questions Year Group:  Year 8 J2J

1. Questions about Truth

1 Ultimate 

question?

A question that cannot be 

answered for certain

2 Examples 

of ultimate 

questions 

Does God exist? What is 

happiness? Wo am I?

3 Atheist 

argument?

Evolution disproves creation 

and religion is violent 

4 Famous

atheist

Richard Dawkins 

4. Questions about Religion

1 Utilitaria

nism

We should do the greatest 

good for the most amount 

of people

2 Trolley

problem?

You should sacrifice one to 

save the lives of five. It is 

better than doing nothing. 

3 Jeremy 

Bentham

The scholar who developed 

the theory 

4 Utility? The amount of pleasure 

something generates 

2. Questions about Identity

1 Unique to 

humans?

Some argue humans have morals 

and reason

2 Shared with 

animals?

Emotion, thoughts, dreams, 

problem solving

3 Conscience? The ability to male decisions 

between right and wrong 

4 Fun fact about 

humans 

Humans are the only known 

animals who ‘blush.’ 

3. Questions about Emotions

1 What is 

happiness?

Some link it to wealth, success

and peacefulness, but this is 

wrong. Happiness is a way not a 

destination 

2 What is 

gratitude?

Being grateful for what we have 

3 What is 

vulnerability

Being at risk of failure, rejection

and hurt. 

4 What is 

courage

Being vulnerable, and being 

brave about it 

Philosophy is all about the big questions of life that don’t have one answer. All these 
questions are subjective to the person and influenced by religious belief. You will study more 

philosophy in year 8 and year 9. 

Key word Definition 

Agnostic Arguing that we can never 

know whether God exists or 

not

Atheism Not believing in God

Conscience The ability to make decisions 

between right and wrong 

Ethics The study of good and evil; 

how best to make moral 

decisions 

Identity What makes a person who 

they are 

Immortality The ability to live forever 

and never die 

Morality Making moral decisions 

about right and wrong 

Philosophy The study of knowledge, 

reality and existence 

Theist Belief in God

Utilitarianis

m

The ethical principle which 

states the greatest good is 

for the greatest number. 
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