
Subject: RE Topic: Atheism & Humanism Year Group:  Year 8

Atheism

1 What is an 
Atheist?

Someone who doesn’t 
believe in God or a 
divine being.

2 What is an 
Agnostic?

We can’t be certain 
whether God exists or 
not.

Humanism

1 What is  
‘one 
life’?

We are lucky to be alive 
and make the most of the 
one life we have.

2 The 
world?

Is a natural phenomenon, 
believe in Darwin's theory 
of natural selection.

3 Human
s?

Value and celebrate human 
achievement in this life.

Beliefs and Values

1 Give 2 humanist 
values.

One life, happiness, freedom, 
democracy, curiosity, equality, 
human achievement.

2 Why is architecture 
important?

It symbolizes what Humans 
are capable of.

Humanist Ethics

1 What is the 
Golden 
Rule?

Treat other people as 
you'd want to be 
treated in their 
situation

2 How should 
we act?

The kindest option 
causes the least harm.

3 Why does 
evil exist?

Because there is no 
benevolent God.

• Humanism is an approach to life based on reason and our common humanity, recognising that moral values are properly founded on human nature 
and experience alone.

• Humanism is a rapidly growing global movement, and in the UK, there are over 17 million people who align with Humanist beliefs.

Key word Definition 

Agnostic Without knowledge to 

prove or disprove God.

Atheist Do not believe in God.

Theist Believes in the existence of 

God.

Humanism Worldview that prioritises 

human life.

The Golden 

Rule

Treat others how you would 

like to be treated yourself.

Scepticism To doubt or not believe 

something.

Naturalism humanists always look for 

natural explanations rather 

than supernatural ones.

Reason An explanation for an action 

or event

Autonomy Independence and freedom 

to take control.

Mortality The state of being subject 

to death

Eulogy A speech that praises 

someone highly, often as a 

tribute.

Finite Human life has an end.

Rationalism Humanists use reason and 

evidence to answer 

questions about the world.

Life after Death

1 What do 
humanists 
believe about 
death?

It is the end of our existence and 
that this is the only life we have.

2 What is Epicurus’ 
argument?

That human life is finite, and we 
shouldn’t fear death.

3 What happens 
when we die?

Our bodies break down, our 
atoms will go on to form other 
things.

Humanist Ceremonies

1 What is a 
ceremony?

A rite of passage that marks the 
transition from one stage of life to 
another.

2 Give 2 things 
that could be 
included?

Tribute, music, readings, poems, 
planting trees, lighting candles.

3 What is the 
main purpose 
of a funeral?

To support family and friends to 
mourn and to celebrate the person 
who has died.
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