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My Language Biography 

 

We all have a different experience of language. The questions below are to get you thinking 

about language and the kinds of things we will study. Respond to each in as much detail as 

you can. Different people will produce different amounts for each question, and that’s fine.  

 

1) What were your first words? Ask a parent or carer if you don’t know. Can they 

remember?  

2) What important conversations and discussions do you remember? How much of 

them can you remember? Words? Sentences? Think as far back into the past as 

possible! 

3) Do you recall listening to any important/inspiring speeches? When/where were you? 

What do you remember about them? 

4) What books (or other written texts) have had an effect on you as you have grown up? 

What effect have they had and why do you think this is? 

5) Do you speak a regional variety of English? What are the distinctive features of your 

accent (the way you pronounce things) and dialect (the words you use)? Have you 

veer had these pointed out to you? When and by whom? 

6) Do you speak any other languages as well as English? Which do you consider your 

first language? Are there any words you know from other languages that you struggle 

to translate into English? 

7) Why did you choose to study A Level English Language? 

 

We will discuss our different experiences of language early in the course. We look forward 

to hearing your thoughts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pre-Reading 

The following pages are an extract from How Language Works by David Crystal. The whole 

book is an excellent introduction to the study of language. You could do a lot worse than 

read the whole book before September, but it is an expectation you read these pages 

carefully before the course starts. 

 

Reading passively is not enough. Read actively, take notes and learn the key ideas. In the 

first week of the course, we’ll quiz you to check your knowledge. This is stuff you absolutely 

need to know as a student of language! 

 

 

 













 



























 



Reading list: 
 
Here is a list of texts that will help you build a strong knowledge of A Level English 
Language. Seeking some of these books out and reading them will help you build a rich 
understanding of language that will bring high grades with it. 
 
 

Marcello Giovanelli, Gary Ives, John Keen, Raj Rana and Rachel Rudman English Language 
A/AS level for AQA Student Book (Cambridge University Press, 2015) 
 
Dan Clayton, Angela Goddard, Beth Kemp and Felicity Titjen AQA English Language: AS and 
A level (Oxford University Press, 2015) 
 
Dan Clayton, Angie Kolaric Revise AQA English Language: A level and AS Workbook 
(Oxford University Press, 2018) 
 
Ron Carter, Angela Goddard, Danuta Reah, Keith Sanger and Nikki Swift Working with Texts 
(Routledge, 2008) 
 
Ron Carter and Angela Goddard How to Analyse Texts: A toolkit for students of English 
(Routledge, 2016) 


