
Subject : Criminolgy Year Group: 12 and 13

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 UNIT 4

Scheme title Changing Awareness of Crime Criminological Theories Crime Scene to Courtroom Crime and Punishment

Purpose of scheme Unit 1 enables learners to demonstrate understanding 

of different types of crime, influences on perceptions 

of crime and why some crimes are unreported.

Unit 2 enables learners to gain an understanding of 

why people commit crime, drawing on what they have 

learned in Unit 1.

Unit 3 provides learners with an understanding of the 

criminal justice system from the moment a crime has 

been identified to the verdict. Learners will develop 

the understanding and skills needed to examine 

information in order to review the justice of verdicts in 

criminal cases.

Unit 4 enables learners to apply their understanding of 

the awareness of criminality, criminological theories 

and the process of bringing an accused to court in 

order to evaluate the effectiveness of social control to 

deliver criminal justice policy.

Knowledge in sequence In Changing Awareness of Crime, learners develop an 

understanding of: 

•	different types of crime

•	influences on perceptions of crime

•	why some crimes are unreported. 

•	the complexity of behaviours associated with crime 

and criminality

•	the social implications of crimes and criminality.

In Criminological Theories, learners develop an 

understanding of: (Synoptic links with Unit 1)

•	How changes in criminological theory have 

influenced policy

•	Criminal behaviour

•	Biological, psychological, and sociological 

explanations of criminal behaviour. 

•	the complexity of behaviours associated with crime 

and criminality

•	the social implications of crimes and criminality. 

In Crime Scene to Courtroom, learners develop an 

understanding of: 

•	Role of personnel involved in crime detection and 

investigation and their strengths and limitations

•	Investigative methods used in different crimes and 

their strengths and limotation

•	What happens to suspects once arrested and/or 

charged

•	What safeguards are in place to ensure fair trials

•	The roles of personnel within the trial process and 

their strengths and limitations

•	How magistrates and Crown courts operate

•	The roles of laypeople within these courts and their 

strengths and limitations

•	How judgements can be influenced by a variety of 

factors

•	How to review information and use this to reach 

conclusions about the validity of these judgements.

In Crime and Punishment, learners develop an 

understanding of; (Synoptic links with Units 1, 2, and 3)

• The legislative process and the role of judges in 

making criminal law. 

• The organisation and role of the agencies involved in 

criminal justice. 

• The relationships between different agencies and the 

extent of co-operation that exists. 

• The theories of the two models of criminal justice.

• The different forms of social control with reference to 

theory.

• The aims of punishment and how different forms of 

punishment meet the aims of

punishment.

• Agencies involved with, and their role in achieving, 

social control. 

• The range of techniques used by, and the 

contribution of, the agencies of social control1 

• The limitations of social control agencies and 

implications of these limitations.

Skills Building upon the scheme specific knowledge gained 

in this unit, students will also utilise/start to develop 

the following skills:

•	Explanation, analysis and evaluation of ideas, 

concepts, and consequences

•	A PEEEL chain structure to paragraphs in their essays.

•	Application of evidence-based research.

•	Problem-solving 

•	Project-based research, development and 

presentation 

Building upon the scheme specific knowledge gained 

in this unit, students will also utilise/start to develop 

the following skills:

•	Explanation, analysis and evaluation of ideas, 

concepts, and debates within criminology

•	A PEEEL chain structure to paragraphs in their essays.

•	Application of criminological theories to specific 

crimes or criminals.

•	Problem-solving 

•	Project-based research, development and 

presentation 
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Key Words

End Point Successful completion of Unit 1 controlled assessment Successful completion of unit 2 external examination - 

Applied Level 3 Certificate

Successful completion of Unit 3 controlled assessment Successful completion of Unit 4 external exam -Applied  

L3 Diploma 

Assessment method Progress Points:

•	Knowledge check assessments at the end of every AC.

•	CA practice at the end of every AC, using example 

brief.

•	‘Mock’ CA using example brief at the end of each LO

•	Final assessment will be the CA using brief 1 – 

students will have the opportunity for one resit using 

brief 2

Progress Points:

•	Knowledge check assessments at the end of every AC.

•	Exam Style assessments at the end of every LO

•	Mock exam using past paper before Easter

•	External examination in May of Year 12

Progress Points:

•	Knowledge check assessments at the end of every AC.

•	CA practice at the end of every AC, using example 

brief.

•	‘Mock’ CA using example brief at the end of each LO

•	Final assessment will be the CA using brief 1 – 

students will have the opportunity for one resit using 

brief 2 and brief 3

Progress Points:

•	Knowledge check assessments at the end of every AC.

•	Exam Style assessments at the end of every LO

•	Mock exam using past paper before Easter

•	External examination in May of Year 13
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