
Subject: RE Topic: Big Questions Year Group:  Year 9

1. Questions about Truth

1 Ultimate 

question?

Does God exist? What is 

happiness? Wo am I?

2 Atheist 

argument?

Evolution disproves creation 

and religion is violent 

3 True and 

different?

If religions teach different things 

that all represent truth, they 

can coexist

4 Mountain-

eers?

They all follow different paths 

but have the same end goal –

like religion and truth

5 Elephants? Each person describes a correct 

but different truth about one 

elephant, like religion and truth, 

4. Questions about Religion

1 Role of 

Angels?

Their role is to communicate 

these messages to prophets

2 Who is 

Satan?

Believed to be a fallen angel 

who disobeyed God. Muslims 

believe Satan is a jinn

3 Example 

of  

Miracles

Lourdes is a Christian place 

of pilgrimage where people 

claim to have been healed

4 William

James’ 

miracles?

Miracles must be passive, 

ineffable, noetic & transient

2. Questions about Identity

1 Unique to 

humans?

Some argue humans have morals 

and reason

2 Shared with 

animals?

Emotion, thoughts, dreams, 

problem solving

3 Problems? Am I the same through time and 

change?

4 Phineas Gage? Brain damage changed his 

personality. Was he the same 

person?

5 Descartes We are a thinking thing. That is all 

we know for certain. 

3. Questions about Emotions

1 What is 

happines

s?

Some link it to wealth, success and 

peacefulness, but this is wrong. 

Happiness is a way not a destination 

2 What is 

forgiven

ess?

A decision to no longer hold 

resentment. It benefits the victim 

and the perpetrator

3 Gee

Walker

Forgave her son’s killers because of 

her religion. 

4 Utilitaria

nism

We should do the greatest good for 

the most amount of people

5 Trolley

problem

?

You should sacrifice one to save the 

lives of five. It is better than doing 

nothing. 

Science has explored the concept of identity and soul. Materialism argues that reality is all 
matter, but this ignores everything mental and spiritual? If you were born in a different 

time, with a different family and in a different country, would you have a different religion?

Key word Definition 

Agnostic Arguing that we can never know 

whether God exists or not

Atheism Not believing in God

Conscience The ability to make decisions 

between right and wrong 

Ethics The study of good and evil; how 

best to make moral decisions 

Forgiveness to actively decide not to hold 

resentment against someone who 

has wronged you

Identity What makes a person who they are 

Immortalit

y

The ability to live forever and never 

die 

Jinn Not angels, but spirits who have 

free will, like humans do 

Miracle An extraordinary event that 

breaks to laws of nature, usually 

attributed to God

Philosophy The study of knowledge, reality and 

existence 

Pluralism Believing that all people, regardless 

of religion, will go to Heaven

Soul The spiritual or emotional centre of 

a person

Theist Belief in God

Utilitarianis

m

The ethical principle which states 

the greatest good is for the greatest 

number. 
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