
Subject: RE Topic: Ethical Enquiry Year Group:  Year 9

Knowledge Group 1

1 Name two types of 

relationships 

Friendship, family 

2 Give two reasons 

why people marry 

They love one another

To have children 

3 Explain what 

divorce is

Legal ending of a marriage  

4 What is a covenant? A promise made with God

5 Give two forms of 

contraception 

The Pill, condoms 

6 What is consent? Permission for something to 

happen, saying you’re happy and 

comfortable with what is happening

Knowledge Group 2

1 What is genetic 

engineering?

The deliberate modification or 

changing of an organism 

2 What is a designer 

baby?

Genetically modified baby so it 

removes a certain defect or has 

a particular gene

3 Give one religious 

argument against

designer babies 

Its playing God, only God can 

create life we should not mess 

with it

4 Give one secular reason 

to support designer 

babies 

It removes the chance of 

serious defects

5 Explain the ethical 

dilemma in my sisters

keeper

A sister has been genetically

modified to be a donor baby 

and doesn’t want to be forced 

into it anymore

6 Explain why the biblical 

quote ‘man in the image 

of God’ is against 

genetic engineering

God makes people perfect in his 

image so people should change  

it

Knowledge Group 3

1 What is organ donation? Giving an organ to someone 

who needs a transplant 

2 What does the UK say 

about organ donation?

Everyone is a donor unless 

they opt out. It’s a helpful 

act.

3 Give one reason organ

donation is ethical 

Its saves the life of others 

through a selfless act

4 What is simulated 

killing?

The dramatization of killing 

such as in a video game

5 What does Kant say

about simulated killing?

It is not wrong as long as

you do not enjoy it too 

much and like the thought of 

killing 

6 What does Aristotle say 

about simulated killing?

It may change your 

character in a negative way

Knowledge Group 4

1 What is abortion? The  termination of a 

pregnancy 

2 What does the UK law 

say about abortion?

Its legal up to 24 weeks 

with  the consent of 2 

doctors 

3 Why are most religions 

against abortion?

They believe life is a 

sacred gift from God

4 What is euthanasia? Painlessly ending 

someone's life to relieve 

suffering

5 What is the sanctity of 

life?

All life is sacred and 

special

6 What does stewardship 

mean?

Humans have the duty to 

take care of the 

environment

❑Ethics is the study of morality, deciding what is right and wrong. Different cultures and religions around the world have different ethical views 
❑The study of ethics has spanned over centuries with influences from ethicists from all parts of the globe 
❑The questions enquired about in ethics consider different concepts such as medical ethics and humanity 

Key word Definition 

Marriage The joining of two people as a legal couple. When 
done religiously it is done before God and then 
God blesses it as a covenant.

Covenant A promise between yourself and God

Divorce The legal ending of a marriage

Consent Permission for something to happen or 
agreement to do something. Sexual consent 
means both people verbally say they want to and 
are happy to have sexual contact. 

Contracep
tion

Method or barrier to stop STI’s and unwanted 
pregnancy's. It comes in different forms. 

Designer 
babies 

A baby whose genetic make-up has been selected 
in order to eradicate a particular defect, or to 
ensure that a particular gene is present.

Genetic 
engineerin
g

The deliberate modification of the characteristics 
of an organism by manipulating its genetic 
material. 

Organ
donation 

Giving an organ to someone else who needs a 
transplant. 

Simulated
killing

The dramatization of killing within a fictional 
context, e.g. in video games, films and plays

Abortion When the pregnancy is ended so that it does not 
result in the birth of a child. 

Pro-life Opposing Abortion believing life is sacred.

Pro-
Choice

Supports the mothers right to have an abortion if 
she chooses.

Stewardshi
p

The belief that religious people have a duty and 
responsibility to look after the world 

Dominion The religious belief that God gave humans 
authority to rule over the world and its animals

Euthanasia The merciful killing of someone to help them die 
to stop their pain and suffering. 

Voluntary 
euthanasia 

When the person suffering asks someone to help 
them end their life.

Non 
voluntary 

When the person who is suffering cannot say 
they want to end their life and so their family has 
to decide. 
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Knowledge Group 2

1 What is genetic 

engineering?

2 What is a designer baby?

3 Give one religious 

argument against designer 

babies 

4 Give one secular reason to 

support designer babies 

5 Explain the ethical dilemma 

in my sisters keeper

6 Explain why the biblical 

quote ‘man in the image of 

God’ is against genetic 

engineering

Knowledge Group 3

1 What is organ 

donation?

2 What does the UK say 

about organ donation?

3 Give one reason organ

donation is ethical 

4 What is simulated 

killing?

5 What does Kant say

about simulated killing?

6 What does Aristotle 

say about simulated 

killing?

Knowledge Group 4

1 What is abortion?

2 What does the UK law 

say about abortion?

3 Why are most religions 

against abortion?

4 What is euthanasia?

5 What is the sanctity of 

life?

6 What does

stewardship mean?


