
Subject: R.E. Topic: Religion and Literature Year Group:  Year 8

Fact and Fiction

1 What is the in

the Bible?

A mix of fiction, history, 

poetry and prophecy

2 Is there 

evidence from 

prophecy?

The Old Testament 

prophesised that a saviour 

would come, and the New 

Testament validated this. 

3 Is there 

evidence from 

archaeology?

There are 25,000 sites that 
show connection with the 
Old Testament that have 
been located in the lands of 
the Bible.

4 Is there 

evidence from

history?

There are a lot more copies 

of the Bible than other 

historical documents. 

His Dark Materials

1 Who is 

Lyra?

Lyra symbolises a ‘new Eve’. 

She is prophesised to save the 

world and bring down the 

power of the Church

2 Why has 

he been 

criticised?

Some fear that the books 
encourage dismissal of God, the 
Church and eternal life

3 Rowan 

Williams?

The books bring down false 

beliefs about God and provoke 

good conversations about faith. 

Daemons

1 What are 

daemons?

They are animals forms which 

represent a persons’ soul

2 The Bible 

and souls?

God formed man's body from 
the dust, then, by breathing 
divine breath into it, made the
body whole

3 Daemons

and Dust?

Dust represents sin and adults 

have more sin than children. 

This sin settles on adults and 

shapes their daemons

The Da Vinci Code and Angels and Demons

1 What new 

symbols does 

the Da Vinci 

code suggest?

As a symbol of spiritual truth, 

the Holy Grail also shows the 

sacred feminine, roses refer to 

Mary Magdalene and blood 

points to family descendants of 

Jesus. 

2 Are women in 

the Bible?

There is no evidence that 

Jesus married or had children. 

Women had less status and 

significance  in biblical times 

3 Who are 

enemies in

Angels and 

Demons?

The Illuminati are a secret and 

violent society who threaten 

to bomb the Vatican. 

4 What did the 

Illumanti

believe?

They were around from 1776 

to 1785 and were anti-religion 

and tried to influence politics

Key Vocabulary

1 Fact A book that includes 
truth and evidence. 

2 Fiction A book written to 
entertain with made 
up characters and 
events

3 Prophecy Religious predictions 

about the future

4 Archae-

ology

Studying history 

through excavation 

of physical remains

5 Ideology Collection of ideas

6 Magister-

ium

Dark Materials: the 

Church’s authority 

7 Bible Christian holy book

8 Contro-

versy

Causes disagreement 

9 Church Christian authority 

10 Con-

spiracy

An alternative truth 

11 Soul Our spiritual identity

12 Illuminati A secret society
• The Bible is the biggest selling book worldwide,  and Harry Potter is the biggest selling series of books in the world

• C S Lewis wrote ‘His Dark Materials’ and Dan Brown wrote the Da Vinci Code and Angels and Demons
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